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| Thinking 


{ FROM THE EDITOR } 


by Andy Lien 


Celebrating 


Welcome to the 2014 Spring Wedding Issue, “Celebrating Us.” 
Have you noticed how serious we’ve been these past few years? If 
these years had been summed up by a Chris Kluwe tweet, it would 
go something like, “So yeah, just getting same-sex marriage legal- 
ized. SO FOCUSED.” Sure, we’ve cracked a smile since the Governor 
signed the paperwork, but it seems like we're finally loosening up a 
bit, seven months and 3000+ same-sex marriages after August 1, when 
it became legal in Minnesota. With this first Wedding Issue of 2014, 
now is the time to kick up our heels a bit. We’re emerging from one of 
the coldest, most wicked winters in recent history and spring cannot 
come soon enough. As the ground thaws, so can we. Like all the sea- 
sonal stories of rebirth from apparent death-whether the Greek God, 
Dionysus, and his grape vines coming back to life or the Easter resur- 
rection story of Jesus or even Groundhog’s Day signaling the end of 
the cold and dark-we're in for some wine, song, and sun. 

We've had good reason to be serious. The rights ofthe GLBT com- 
munity have been making great strides, with many more to come. 
Same-sex marriage passed in Minnesota and the federal government 
is recognizing these relationships on a large-scale more now than 
ever, but employment issues and rights for the transgender commu- 
nity members remain lagging behind. Hopefully, as awareness and 
visibility moved the issue of marriage forward for the community, 
they will do the same for the remaining issues, with plenty of support 
and demand from within the community as well. We need to move 
our issues forward to be able to celebrate our victories together. 

Celebrating Us, the theme of this fifth comprehensive Lavender 
Wedding Issue, became apparent as I was pulling together the con- 
tent earlier this year. Perhaps it's because I've got five of these under 
my belt now, but it was a more fun process than ever not only because 
of what it's including, but because of what it doesn't include: there are 
no arguments or campaigns or pleas. The three wedding issues prior 
to the legalization of same-sex marriage in Minnesota were crafted to 
make a statement, as campaign pieces for the larger society. If some- 
one were to pick up a copy who'd never seen a Lavender before, I 
wanted each Wedding Issue to not only represent our advertisers and 
stories well, but the whole issue and community involved with same- 
sex marriage. This one? There isn't one bit of overt politics in the 
thing. A breath of fresh air. A sigh of relief. An echo of laughter. 

Of course, the personal is political. Every couple editorially pre- 
sented in this issue is either engaged, married, or coupled. So, in- 
herent to every story and photo in this issue is the newness of laws 
that enable every member of this community-whether the couples in 
the issue or the couples that might use the advertisers in this issue- 
-to cross the threshold into legal marriage. But we can cross that 
threshold with lighter steps now. It's not as much of a march as it 
is a stride. Members of this community can move confidently into 
marriage, knowing that our state and our country are supportive of 
these unions, and hopeful that broad, sweeping legislation might not 


be far behind us. 


Please enjoy this Wedding Issue as much as I have enjoyed putting 
it together. As with each Wedding Issue, it's separated into sections 
that include Thinking, Planning, Celebrating, and Loving; the stages 
that go into the whole process. It starts out a little serious, talking about 
prenups (hey, let's get real) and then moves into the fun of nuptials: 
the planning, the celebrating, and the happily-ever-after. Okay, the "fun 
of nuptials" is relative, depending on who you're talking to, but work 
with me. Just try not to laugh as you read through Nell's piece about 
"How to Plan a Wedding (Without Getting Divorced)" that I asked her 
to write instead of her usual, cheeky sports column (which earned me 
a bit of a traitor status in these last months before her wedding). Go lo- 
cation scouting with Todd Pernsteiner and Shane Lueck as they show 
off fun venues that can include barns and wineries and theatres as 
whimsical wedding options here in the metro area. Let your eyes feast 
on the catering creativity of the new W&W Catering that Pat Evans 
introduces us to, making stomachs growl and mouths water. Consider 
the adventure of a destination wedding in Puerto Vallarta that Morgan 
Ross presents after touring various locations on a recent trip to Mexico 
and imagine the sand between your toes as you say “I do." 

Most of all, I hope you see yourself in our Wedding Stories and 
Real Weddings. The most important aspect to each of these Wed- 
ding Issues is to give examples of what hasn't been presented before: 
same-sex weddings. We're building a collection of resources for this 
community that helps those who could never "picture" themselves 
getting married. Whether seen by an adult who's lived through a life- 
time of personal and political struggles or a young kid who gets to 
envision his future groom, we have the people in these pages to thank 
for giving us their stories and experiences to show us how same-sex 
weddings can be done. And for those who are still looking for love, 
we know that we might find it online, like Laura and Melissa, or in 
the freezer case by the ice cream, like Michael and Stephan. Hope 
springs eternal. 

Celebrate spring. Celebrate love. Celebrate each other. Celebrate 
us. ₪ 


With you and with thanks, 
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( A WORD IN EDGEWISE | 


by Е.В. Boatnec 


Heres To The Many-Splendored Thing 


Forty years ago, Mildred and Richard Loving, after a ruling by the 
United States Supreme Court, won the right to live together in their 
home state of Virginia. 

In 1958, they had moved to Washington, DC, where it was legal 
for a mixed-race couple to wed, married on June 2, and returned 
immediately to Virginia. At 2AM on July 11, they were rousted 
from their bed and arrested for being married. On January 6, 
1959, they were sentenced to one year in jail, suspended “on the 
condition that the Lovings leave the State and not return to Vir- 
ginia together for 25 years.” 

Judge Leon M. Bazine ruled, “Almighty God created the races 
white, black, yellow, malay, and red, and he placed them on separate 
continents. And but for the interference with his arrangement there 
would be no cause for such marriages. The fact that he separated the 
races shows that he did not intend for the races to mix.” 

Today Texas (Tea-Party-backed) Senator Ted Cruz (R) echos Ba- 
zine, urging supporters to “simply pray” that GLBT Americans not 
be allowed to have equal rights because the “thought [italics mine] 
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of same-sex marriage” is “heartbreaking.” He wants to introduce a 
State Marriage Defense Act, undoing the civil rights of thousands 
because of his “thought.” 

Friends of mine (a same-sex couple) married this Valentine’s Day. 
On February 14, 2015, they will celebrate their first anniversary of 
married Ше-аиа their thirty-third anniversary of meeting that day in 
1982. In the first thirty-two years together they established a home, 
careers, and a respected place in the community. 

I know or know of, many other gay and lesbian couples that have 
married in Minnesota since last August, a number of whom have 
been together twenty or more years. They didn’t destroy society, or 
stain the “sanctity” of marriage during their partnerships, nor will 
they by their now state-sanctioned marriages. 

Any marriage, for couples of any color, religion, or gender, is only 
as strong as the intentions and determination brought into the union. 
Marriage isn’t for everyone, but it must be a choice open to all. I sa- 
lute those who have or are about to marry in Minnesota. As Mildred 
Loving said, “That's what Loving, and loving, are all about.” ш 
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( LEGAL ] 


by Martin Swaden 


ET TING 
ARRIED? 


—SERIOUSLY 
CONSIDER AN 
AN TENUP TIAL 
(PRENUPTIAL ) 
AGREEMENT 


Ihave been a divorce attorney for 38 years, so I have heard all 
the reasons as to why a couple decides against executing an an- 
tenuptial agreement. ^We are in love, let's not enter our marriage 
even considering the possibility of divorce.” “Executing an ante- 
nuptial agreement is an admission that our marriage will not be 
successful." “You know that what is mine is yours, just trust me. 
I would never be unfair to you." I fully understand the difficulty 
of discussing the possibility of an end to a loving relationship, but 
consider the following: 

Ben and Chris met in college and began living together 
shortly after graduation. They moved into Ben's home that Ben 
purchased 5 years earlier with money that he received from his 
family. Ben was able to secure a good paying job after graduation. 
Chris was only able to find part time work and was likely going to 
attend graduate school to make himself more employable. They 
pooled their incomes to pay for their regular monthly living ex- 
penses. Ben had excellent benefits from his employment: medical 
insurance, retirement benefits, a company stock purchase plan, 
and a health savings account. Ben worked long hours, so Chris 
was responsible for the majority of the work around the home. 
Chris was also very skilled at home renovations. He put in new 
hardwood floors, painted the entire house, and replaced most of 
the older fixtures with new ones. 20 years after they began living 
together, as soon as same-sex marriage was legalized, they decid- 
ed to marry. Chris asked Ben if he would be willing to explore the 
possibility of executing an antenuptial agreement. Ben was hurt. 
How could Chris think that anything would happen to their long 


term relationship? Ben assured Chris 
that if anything ever happened he would 
be more than fair. Assets would be divid- 
ed and Ben would financially assist him 
in the future. No antenuptial agreement 
was executed. 5 years after the marriage, 
things drastically changed. Ben was 
more and more consumed with his work 
giving Chris very little of his time. Chris 
was angry and depressed—his work situ- 
ation had not improved and he was unful- 
filled. Communication between the two 
became difficult, and arguments were 
common. Chris finally told Ben after un- 
successful marriage counseling that the 
marriage was not working and that they 
needed to divorce. Ben was irate and told 
Chris to leave the home immediately. 
Chris met with an attorney, assuming 
that the home and the other assets that 
had been accumulated over the 20 years 
prior to the marriage and during the 5 
years of the marriage would be equally 
divided. He learned that since Ben was 
title owner of the home, and the home 
was purchased prior to the marriage, 
Ben was entitled to all of the equity in the 
home, except for a small amount attribut- 
able to the 5 years of the marriage. The 
same was true of Ben’s retirement plan, 
his stock plan, and other premarital as- 
sets. The marital estate was quite small, 
and Chris would be entitled to 50% of it. 
Chris called Ben and asked if he would 
be willing to meet with a mediator to dis- 
cuss a fair division of the assets, includ- 
ing the premarital assets. Ben said that 
the law was the law, and Chris would 
need to be satisfied with his share of the 
small marital estate. He suggested that 
Chris finally return to graduate school 
and get a job that would pay him enough 
money to meet his expenses. 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16 
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Could the above have been prevented? What if Ben and Chris had 
met with a mediator prior to the marriage and discussed the terms 
of an antenuptial agreement? Had that occurred Ben would likely 
have been more than willing to divide the majority of the homestead 
equity with Chris based upon the value of the home at the time of 
the marriage. He would likely have agreed to the same approach re- 
garding his retirement plan and his company stock. Why not? Chris 
had shared his life for the last 20 years. Chris improved the home, 
maintained the home, cooked most of the meals, made the reserva- 
tions for their vacations, and was in charge of entertaining Ben’s busi- 
ness associates. They discussed and resolved with the mediator what 
would happen in the event of a divorce and also what would happen 
in the event of one predeceasing the other. They were referred to 
an attorney to assist them in drafting wills and met with an agent to 
discuss investing in long term health care insurance. Both had met 
with attorneys prior to the meeting with the mediator, and while they 
understood the applicable law, they were more interested in what was 
fair for both of them than the “letter of the law.” 

Antenuptial agreements are looked at favorably by the courts in 
Minnesota. As long as the agreement meets with the statutory pro- 
cedural requirements and is substantively fair, the court is going to 
enforce the agreement even over the objections of one of the parties. 
Antenuptial agreements are not expensive taking into consideration 


the possible alternative of an expensive and emotionally exhausting 
divorce. Most of the time two to four hours of mediation is sufficient 
and the remaining cost would be for an attorney to draft the document. 
If you are considering having an antenuptial agreement drafted, please 
meet with your mediator well in advance of the wedding. I would rec- 
ommend at least six months prior to the wedding. I have seen too many 
cases where the couple waits until a few weeks before the wedding to 
meet with their mediator and when emotions are running high as the 
marriage date gets closer. Your wedding should be enjoyed, so address 
this well in advance. Most mediators will do a short free consultation 
with the couple, so that everyone is comfortable working together. 
Ilove doing this kind of work when a couple is working together to 
reach a fair and equitable approach to possible future circumstances. 
They leave my office happy and content. I cannot say the same thing 
about my clients who have experienced a bitter divorce. 


MARTIN L. SWADEN, ATTORNEY AT LAW 
SWADEN LAW OFFICES 
Divorce/Matrimonial Law 

7301 Ohms Lane, Suite 550 

Edina, MN 55439 

(952) 832-5990 

mswaden(dswaden.com 
www.swaden.com 
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| Planning 


( ENGAGEMENT } 


by Nell Gelhaus 


HOW TO PLAN YOUR WEDDING 


(WITHOUT GETTING A DIVORCE) 


“Any songs you want to request 
for our cocktail hour?” My fiancée 
asked. “The genre is '40-'60s sing- 
ers, like Frank Sinatra and Tony 
Bennett.” 

“Come On-A My House?” 

“What? Who’s that by?” 

“Rosemary Clooney.” 

“Well, that’s the last time I ask for 
your input.” 

"What? Do you know me at all??” 

When I signed up for this wed- 
ding shindig, no one told me it 
would literally involve blood, sweat, 
and tears, as well as all my beer mon- 
ey. Or that it would slowly take over 
my entire life. Note that I’m writing 
a column on wedding planning and not sports news. Et tu, Andy? 

After multiple trips up and down the basement stairs with boxes 
of fabric and paper flower bouquets, mason jars converted to candles, 
and painted books, arguments over whose third cousin once removed 
was more important to invite and which songs should be included on 
the DJ's *do not play" list, I feel I've learned a few lessons that might 
be beneficial for those who also feel the urge to say “I do." 


FIND SOMEONE YOU WANT TO SPEND THE REST 
OF YOUR LIFE WITH 

You're on your own for this one, or at the very least – that's an- 
other column, another day. It was kind of a shotin-the-dark for me 
— thanks, PlentyofFish.com! Success story! 

Lesson one: Online date and ask out the girl who doesn't ducklip 
pose in the bathroom mirror. 


TAKE. A LONG ENGAGEMENT 

As far as I can tell, there's really no reason for us gays to have а shot- 
gun wedding. Despite all of our efforts, it’s pretty hard for us to have 
an “oopsie” that would necessitate a trip to the Lil’ White Chapel. So, 
I would encourage you to take your sweet time as you plan your big 
day, unless, of course, you happen to trip and fall on a turkey baster. Or 
men, you happen to trip and fall on a surrogate. Oh, the horror! 

A long engagement gives you time to scope out the best venues, 
have multiple tastings (hey, they're free!), save money, and dilute the 
wedding planning stress over time. 

Lesson two: Step away from the U-Haul. 


BREAK THE NEWS 


I took it as a good sign when my future father-in-law gave me pro- 


Now hanging on refrigerators across America. Photo by Samantha 
Fronek Photography. 


posal advice, which included taking a 
romantic walk and playing her favor- 
ite song in the background. I took 
one of his two suggestions and pro- 
posed in the dog park, because, ste- 
reotype. This all being said, differ- 
ent family members will react to your 
news in different ways. For our com- 
munity, family reactions can be one 
ofthe major sources of stress. When 
you announce your engagement, it 
could be met with excitement, or it 
may be the first time your parents 
have to acknowledge (to themselves 
and to their friends) that you aren't 
just living with your “best friend" 
or “roommate” waiting for the right 
guy/gal to come along! Give people the benefit of the doubt - you may 
be surprised at who comes out in support when you announce your 
impending nuptials. And everyone else? More beer for me. 

Lesson three: По not let your family find out via Facebook. 
Though, it isn't official until you announce it on Facebook and change 
your relationship status. 


CHOOSE A VENUE 

In terms of practical steps, choosing your venue is the first con- 
crete decision that needs to be made. The venue not only provides 
the atmosphere on your wedding day, but also will likely set your 
wedding date, based on availability. Simultaneously working on a 
rough draft of your guest count is important. As much as I would 
have liked, there was no way our exceptionally large families were 
going to fit in a brewery. 

Visit more than one location - I :was-dragged-aleng went cheer- 
fully to five. The good news is, not only are the Cities incredibly 
gay-friendly, but they are home to some of the most diverse wedding 
venue options, from refurbished warehouses, garden conservatories, 
historical theatres, to lakeside pavilions. Being the nerds that we are, 
we jointly agreed to be married amongst the books of the James J. 
Hill Reference Library in downtown St. Paul. 

Lesson four: Let your fiancée choose something unique to her per- 
sonality and taste, and your budget. 


VENDORS 
Nothing brings you crashing down to earth from the engagement 
cloud faster than being told how many acts are involved in the wed- 
ding circus. My illusions of putting on my monkey suit and simply 
saying “I do" were shattered as I was informed that we needed to 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 => 
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[ ENGAGEMENT ) 


decide upon a photographer, caterer, make-up artist, hair stylist, wed- 
ding planner, photo booth, florist, DJ, musician(s), officiant, seam- 
stress/tailor, tarot card reader, fire-breather. Like the guy in the al- 
ley tells you, pretty much everything is available for the right price. 

I mistakenly asked my fiancée if a photo booth was really neces- 
sary, and she politely pointed out my mistake in that tone of voice 
only dogs can hear. 

Lesson five: To prevent headaches, defer to your fiancée for the 
previously listed items. 


ENGAGEMENT PHOTOS 

The good news is, usually your photographer throws these in for 
free when you book her for your wedding. The bad news is, all that 
time you thought you had to get skinny for the wedding has now been 
cut drastically short. My recommendation? Tapeworm. 

Lesson six: Hire a photographer well-versed in Photoshop. 


BRIDAL PARTY 

Since my fiancée has been a bridesmaid in at least twelve wed- 
dings, I was left scrambling for more brothers. Mom and Dad, why 
weren't you thinking ahead? In all seriousness, asking people to be 
in your bridal party is a great way to honor close friends and family 
members, and to make sure there’s always someone there to hold 
your dress up when you're peeing. [Spoiler alert!] Or hold my beer 
when I’m rocking our choreographed dance. 

Lesson seven: Have more brothers. 


GUEST LIST 

Open an Excel spreadsheet and a large bottle of Jack. Prepare to 
barter. I traded two cousins for a college professor. She poured me 
more Jack and invited whomever she wanted. 

Lesson eight: Stay sober. 


SAVE THE DATES 

Since when do we invite people twice? No one is going to be able 
to convince me that a Save the Date isn’t the same as an invite. But 
guess what? We still sent them out and my mug is now hanging on 
refrigerators across the country. 

Lesson nine: Learn that Save the Dates are not invites. 


ATTIRE 

Im sure you're beginning to sense a trend in the above lessons, 
namely, “happy wife, happy life” However, my monkey suit was go- 
ing to be my monkey suit. In the previously approved color scheme, 
of course. Worried I was going to be the lesbian in the awkwardly 
fitting suit, I was fitted, and at least not as awkward as the straight 
male taking my measurements. Turns out I need more tapeworm. 

Lesson ten: Put your foot down and use the Executive Veto. Wisely. 


INVITES 

“Quit complaining. Helping me cut these isn’t going to kill you.” 
Cue blood splatter. Funny how much deeper card stock cuts than 
regular paper. That ought to scare the next person using the die cut- 
ter at the paper outlet. Quick relationship evaluation when your fian- 
cée is seemingly more worried about the four dollars of blood-stained 
card stock than your own impending death by finger hemorrhage. 
The price of DIY is steep, my friends. Order your damn invites on the 
internet. Or get one of the twelve *%@!ing bridesmaids over here. 

Lesson eleven: Carry Band-Aids. It’s a jungle out there. 


I know this list isn’t comprehensive. There are always more les- 
sons and probably more hoops, but the most important lesson to re- 
member is that you have the freedom to make your wedding your 
own. The beautiful thing about gay weddings is that they aren't tra- 
ditional. (Or so they keep telling us.) We have the freedom to break 
traditions, play with traditions, and create new traditions that repre- 
sent who we are as couples. While magazines, friends, and Pinterest 
are good resources, there is nothing you have to do. You don't have 
to have a bride and groom. You don’t have to have a bridal party. You 
don't even have to have guests. 

And while I may have painted my wife-to-be as a bridezilla-in- 
present (tongue-in-cheek, mind you), the truth is, ГИ happily jump 
through hoops knowing that in two shorts months the stress will be 
worth it, the beer money well spent, and we'll have made a tradition 
all our own. And I end up with a hot wife. ₪ 
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by Todd Pernsteiner 


(From left) Veterans Memorial Amphitheater. Photo by Todd Pernsteiner; 
Warehouse Winery. Photo by Lauren B. Photography 


DIVING МТО MARRIAGE HEAD FIRST 
UNIQUE PLACES TO TAKE THE PLUNGE 


So you're getting married? Congratulations! Now comes the hard 
part, deciding where to hold the ceremony and reception. 

Picking a venue is almost as challenging as picking a spouse — 
again, I said almost. The area's event spaces are as diverse as the resi- 
dents are. Minneapolis, Saint Paul, and surrounding suburbs have 
several unique, hidden sites just off the beaten path that can make 
your day special. Best of all, finding the perfect location doesn't have 
to be like finding a needle in a haystack. 

John Basill, President and CEO of Discover St. Louis Park, sug- 
gests using a city's Destination Marketing Organization such as theirs 
(DMO, also sometimes called a Convention & Visitor Bureau or CVB). 
ОМО» typically offer complimentary services to assist in finding a 
wedding venue, reception site, and group hotel accommodations. 

Best of all, they've done the legwork, so you don't have to. 

Basill says an organization like his is great for helping find unique 
venues that people might not be attuned to. He also points out that 
ЮМО» are key to finding group accommodations. “Hotels will set 
aside a block of rooms for your group at no fee in advance, up until 
14-30 days prior to your event. It's important to know how to secure 
the best rates for your group and that's how a DMO can help." 

When it comes to event spaces, the west metro itself offers up a 
plethora of hidden gems ready to be mined. Here is a sampling of 
spaces that Basill says to consider. 


WINERY IN THE CITY 
If you're a wine aficionado, you know a winery is a great site for 
both a ceremony and reception. What you might not know is you 


don't have to travel out-state to find one. 

St. Louis Park is home to one of the only urban wineries in the re- 
gion. Nestled in an industrial area, this nearly five-year-old, working 
winery has found its niche in hosting spectacular events. 

"Ihe winery is likely unlike any other local space you may 
have seen," praised Basill “Its eclectic decór and large open 
spaces complement each other well to create a warm, welcoming 
atmosphere."WareHouse Winery is an impressive 7,000 square foot 
space with 13-foot ceilings, interesting gathering spaces, and a seat- 
ing capacity of up to 200. Their diverse catering menu, full beverage 
service, outdoor patio, and free parking make this a desirable venue 
for an unforgettable experience. 

Insider Tip: Warehouse Winery’s wines have won numerous na- 
tional and regional awards. You are invited to the winery every last 
Wednesday of the month for their "Wine Down Wednesdays" — a great 
opportunity to sample their wines and take a peek at the venue. 


ALL THE WORLDS A STAGE 

If an outdoor wedding is more your style, a stage and amphithe- 
ater might just be the place to act out your love. Picture yourself as 
Romeo and Julio, or Romany and Juliet, proclaiming your undying 
admiration for each other — minus the tragic ending. 

Veterans Memorial Amphitheater in Wolfe Park, located just south 
of St. Louis Park's Excelsior and Grand, has seen its share of cer- 
emonies. The venue's tiered seating offers guests a casual place to 
comfortably enjoy the ceremony. Within feet from the amphitheater 
is a fully enclosed, climate-controlled pavilion with a fireplace and re- 
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Figlio. Photo courtesy of Figlio; Showplace Icon Theatre. 
Photo courtesy of Showplace Icon Theatre; Rojo. 
Photo courtesy of Rojo 


stroom facilities. The pavillion seats up to 30 guests and overlooks 
a creek and covered pergola. Ample free parking is located within a 
short walking distance. 

Insider Tip: If you want to literally take the plunge, rent the adjoin- 
ing Aquatic Park for the evening. What better place is there to capture 
memorable photos than a tandem waterslide? 


MAKE IT A BLOCKBUSTER PREMIERE 

You're the leading actors in your wedding so why not profess your 
love on the big screen! Showplace Icon Theatre at The Shops at West 
End in St. Louis Park is a swanky venue to do just that. 

While the facility's primary focus is clearly showing movies, 
Showplace Icon has hosted grooms dinners and quite a few unique 
proposals. They have yet to host a full wedding, but just think of the 
possibilities; their state-of-the-art sound and projection capabilities 
would knock your guest's socks off. The theatre's adjoining Lobby 
Lounge restaurant offers a full-service bar and restaurant, as well as 
an intimate private space within. 

As with any space, theatre rental dates and times are based on 
availability — and renting it will cost you a few pennies - but it could 
prove to be an epic wedding your guests won't soon forget. 


I DO, I DINE 

For intimate gatherings, a favorite restaurant space may leave a 
good taste in your mouth. Many have beautiful, private dining rooms 
equipped with state-of-the-art audiovisual equipment – not to mention 
tantalizing food and beverage menus. 

The new iteration of Figlio at The Shops at West End in St. Louis 
Park has a private space called the *Milano" which is decked out with 
а сапе fireplace, rustic brick, dark wood accents and stained glass 
privacy panels. It can seat 72 guests or be split into two smaller spaces 
seating 24 or 48. Alternatively, the space can hold up to 100 for heavy 
hors d'oeuvres and cocktails. 

The Shops at West End is also home to Rojo Room, a comfortable 
private space that seats up to 75 guests. Rojo Room's built-in projector, 
192-inch drop down screen and digital sound system are perfect for 
showcasing a slide show or video presentation. Rojo's adjoining private 
patio seats up to 40 and gives guests a place to enjoy the summer air. 

Insider Tip: For a toe-tapping bachelor or bachelorette party, con- 
sider renting the private VIP room at Toby Keith’s I Love This Bar & 
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Grill at The Shops at West End. The room accommodates up to 35 peo- 
ple and includes a private bar, plush leather couches, velvet-lined walls, 
and a soundproof window facing the live music stage. 


BE GOOD TO YOUR GUESTS 

When choosing a site for your big day, don’t forget your transient 
guests who will need accommodations close to your venue, says 
Basill. 

“We oftentimes get inquiries from brides and grooms whose out- 
of-town guests aren’t comfortable staying in the heart of a big city,” 
said Basill. “We proudly assure them we are ‘comfortably close,’ 
right off two major highways that connect the metro. Free parking, 
an abundance of local eating establishments, and nominal cab fares 
make our hotels and event spaces particularly desirable.” 


CHECK IT OFF YOUR LIST 

The perfect spot for your joyous occasion is likely hiding right un- 
der your nose. With a little research and some phone calls to experts 
in destination marketing, you'll quickly be able to check “The Venue” 
off your to-do list. Then you can move on to the most important task, 
choosing cake flavors. ш 


RESOURCE DIRECTORY: 

Discover St. Louis Park 

952) 426-4047 
info(ddiscoverstlouispark.com 
WareHouse Winery 

612) 940-9463 
events(Qwarehousewinery.com 

City of St. Louis Park 

Park Facility & Amphitheater Rental 
952) 924-2500 
www.stlouispark.org 

Kerasotes Showplace Icon Theatre 
612) 568-0375 
mgamblefdkerasotes.com 

Figlio 

612) 462-4194 
mmusolf(acraveamerica.com 

Rojo Mexican Grill 

952) 657-5385 
sherman(drojomexicangrill.com 
Toby Keith's I Love This Bar & Grill 
763) 450-9999 
sales(dtobykeithusa.com 
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Wedding Day—a day so important that it’s often simply referred to as The Big Day. With i marria 1 TI | 
equality finally being a reality in Minnesota, more GLBT couples are finding themselves knee-deep. / 
in wedding planning—for better ог for worse. Though it’s easy to get caught up in the whirlwind of 
decisions and details, it’s important to not lose sight of the most important part of the wedding day— 
the commitment made befween two people who love and cherish each other. For their wedding i 
September 2013, Laura and Melissa Houghtaling planned their big day to spotlight their collective 
and individual personalities, and they kept their love and enjoyment of each other as the focus. 
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Laura Andrews (a graduate student) and Melissa Houghtaling (a 
lawyer) met on OkCupid when the online dating website suggested 
that they would be a good match. Laura sent the initial casual mes- 
sage remarking on their compatibility, and Melissa responded with an 
equally short quip about how they would get along because they both 
liked food and drinks. That line set Laura up with a perfect excuse to 
suggest a meeting. When their schedules aligned several weeks later, 
the women penciled in a dinner date for a Wednesday in August 2011. 
On the day of their first date, Melissa was running late because she 
had to “drive from downtown St. Paul to Uptown during rush hour— 
without air conditioning in my car—and I met every red stoplight on 
Lyndale!” When Melissa finally appeared (frazzled, sweaty, and wor- 
ried that Laura gave up on her late date), she found Laura outside on 
the phone, arranging a back-up date just in case Melissa blew her off. 

What could have been a complete disaster was met with humor 
and understanding. Laura responded to Melissa's apology with a bit of 
light-hearted sass, and the two sat down to dinner. Melissa found Lau- 
ra's sassy attitude "infectious," and suggested they continue their date 
with drinks on the rooftop patio of Moto-i. As the date continued to 
improve, the two finally exchanged phone numbers, and Laura invited 
herself to a Fringe play with Melissa and her brother. After that night, 
the stage was set for Melissa and Laura to share their lives together. cua 

After a year and a half of dating, Laura decided they should take à ww 
the next step. Valentine's Day 2013 was met with the usual romance 
(planned by Melissa), but Friday, February 15 was destined to be 
even more memorable. While Melissa was out to lunch with a friend, 
Laura snuck into Melissa's office to prepare her surprise. Melissa 
returned to find a small ring dish on her desk with the inscription, 
“Grow old with me; the best is yet to come.” Placed delicately in the 
center of the dish was a beautiful diamond ring. Melissa peeked her 
/ b. head out of her empty office to ask her co-workers what was going on, 
and Laura came around the corner, “rose in hand and high heels on 
feet.” Melissa was surprised to see her girlfriend in her St. Paul office 
“in the middle of a work day AND in high heels,” and asked what was 
going on. Laura responded casually, “Oh, I just stopped by to see if 
you wanted to marry me.” Melissa’s answer was an absolute yes, and 
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the two returned to their work after a wine toast and excited phone 
calls to friends 

The women set their wedding date for September 13, 2013 and 
began their planning. With about seven months to plan their big day, 
the two decided to do most of the planning themselves and opt for 
contracting a day-of coordinator to ensure everything ran smoothly 
on their wedding day. Once they decided that the Minikahda Country 
Club would be their venue, Melissa and Laura utilized Minikahda’s 
preferred vendor list and weddingwire.com to choose their vendors. 
Melissa notes, “Many of our decisions were based on two factors. 
Were the vendors reasonably priced to fit with our budget? And, were 
the vendors comfortable with a same-sex wedding?” The couple spe- 
cifically stated to potential vendors that their wedding was a same-sex 
wedding. Melissa adds, “We didn’t want vendors who were not com- 
fortable with us or with our guests to be involved in our special day.” 

Finding vendors who are accepting and welcoming to same-sex cli- 
ents can be a nerve-wracking experience because marriage equality 
is still new in Minnesota. Because wedding vendors are trusted with 
providing services on such a monumental occasion, it’s important 
to determine if a potential vendor is going to be comfortable work- 
ing with GLBT couples. GLBT Minnesotans, however, are fortunate 
enough to have access to an overwhelmingly welcoming wedding 
industry. Melissa and Laura found this to be particularly true during 
their planning process: “Almost everyone we spoke to was not only 
comfortable with a same-sex wedding, but excited to work with us!” 

Once their vendors were chosen, Melissa and Laura developed 
the aesthetic of their wedding based on their personal styles. Though 
the women define their collective style as “classic with a twist,” they 
note that Melissa’s style is a bit more contemporary while Laura’s 
style tends to be more whimsical. Driven by her love for design, 
Melissa found inspiration in magazine and online sources, and they 
worked together to refine those ideas into a cohesive style. They 
chose to use a red, black, and white color palate to keep their design 
clean and classic. “It was really important to us that our ceremony 
and reception was both romantic and fun. We wanted our guests to 
feel the love we share with each other and show them how much we 
love and appreciate their support.” 

In order to celebrate their love for each other, their friends, and 
their families, the women planned to incorporate many personal de- 
tails into their ceremony and reception. One of Melissa’s friends built 
the arbor used in the ceremony, another friend stepped in as the of- 
ficiant, and more friends provided the music for the ceremony. Dur- 
ing the ceremony, the couple placed love letters into a custom-made, 
wooden wine box, which they plan to open on their first anniversary. 
The couple chose to honor Melissa’s brother by skipping the party fa- 
vors and donating to the Intrepid Fallen Heroes Fund in his memory. 
Even their dog Elliott was included in the celebration; they used pho- 
tographs of Elliott as table markers at the reception. 

Though they were celebrating the beginning of their life together, 
it was important for both women to be honored as individuals. Each 
woman wrote her own vows, and they both took turns walking down 
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the aisle. Melissa and Laura also wanted to highlight their own per- 
sonal styles, and this was accomplished particularly well through 
their unique wardrobes. The women shopped separately for their 
wedding gowns, which allowed them to both find their perfect dress- 
es. Melissa found her dream dress at Brides of France, while Laura 
purchased her dress from Rush’s Bridal. They then planned a cos- 
tume change during the reception to show off their more casual, fun 
side. Melissa spent the rest of the evening in a red Banana Republic 
suit, and Laura wore a white party dress from Flutter Boutique. Both 
women danced the night away in custom Converse All-Star high tops 
which were embroidered with their wedding date. 

Perhaps the most unique detail of their wedding was their get- 
away car: a bright orange, 1976 VW Beetle convertible, owned by 
the couple. Driven by Melissa’s desire to own a vintage beetle con- 
vertible, Laura hunted one down in 2012 and purchased it from the 
original owners. They add, “We love the car because it always makes 
people smile as we pass them, and it’s fun to watch kids ‘slug’ their 
friends as we drive by in our ‘slug bug!” 

By incorporating personal details into their classic wedding, Me- 
lissa and Laura were able to create a fun and romantic ceremony that 
honored their journey as a couple and as individuals. As they grow 
together in years to come, the tiny details of their special day may 
fade from memory, but their love and commitment to each other will 
continue to get stronger. Melissa expresses, “I count myself as the 
luckiest girl in the world for finding such an amazing partner in life. 
She makes me impossibly happy.” ш 


Spring Wedding: Melissa and Laura Houghtaling 

Date of Ceremony/Reception: September 13, 2013 

Number of Guests: 176 

Location of Ceremony: Minikahda Country Club upper deck (outside) 
Location of Reception: Minikahda Country Club Ballroom 

Florist: Wisteria 

Rings: Brilliant Earth 

Accessories: Shoes: Ralph Lauren, Converse 

Bridesmaid Dresses: Alfred Sung dresses from The Wedding Shoppe 
Bridal Gowns: La Sposa dress from Brides of France (Melissa), Allure Brides 
dress from Rush’s Bridal (Laura) 

Day-of Coordinator: Bliss 

Invitations/Stationary: Weddingpaperdivas.com (invitations), Zazzle.com 
(programs, table numbers, menus) 

Linens/Tableware: Provided by Minikahda 

Decorations: Made by Melissa and friends 

Main Photographer: Natalie Finazzo Fox from Rivets & Roses 

Second Photographer: Leslie Plesser from Rivets & Roses 

Cake: Angel Food Bakery 

Cake Topper: Etsy purchase from MissSarahCakes 
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For a couple that had been together for over 25 years, marriage seems like a اا‎ step. Howev- 
er, in the case of Stephan Courtright and Michael Short, marriage was not legal — it seemed unfeasi- 
ble. But with Minnesota's legalization of gay marriage, what was once impossible became attainable. 
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For a couple that now had marriage options, Michael didn't waste 
much time. Stephan says, “I never thought we would get married but 
we were at the State Fair and I had just gotten Michael a beer at the 
International Bazaar. We were walking across the street and Michael, 
out of the blue, asked, "Where do you think we could get married in 
Hawaiian shirts, shorts, and barefoot, standing in sand?" Stephan, sur- 
prised at the question, began naming Mexico, Hawaii, and other warm 
places without legal gay marriage. “Michael laughed and said, “No I 
mean here in Minnesota...' So I started laughing and said that you can't 
get married in Minnesota in February in shorts Hawaiian shirts and 
barefoot! We would lose our ‘Gay Card.’ Then, I went to work to change 
his mind on the clothing." 

Michael's account of the proposal is a bit more loaded with mixed 
feelings. “We have been together for over twenty-five years and Га 
never thought Га have an opportunity to get married,” he says. “So 
when the law changed it took me a while to wrap my mind around mar- 
riage. As a child of divorced parents, I had lots to think about. Those 
feelings and issues had nothing to do with my love for Stephan or our 
relationship. I just needed some time to work through them." 

Michael says the proposal was somewhat spontaneous and, al- 
though he regrets not making it more special and romantic, Michael's 
main focus on getting married was that it occur on their anniversary. 
He adds, “Just because the law changed, it doesn't negate our rela- 
tionship and the years we've spent together." 

It is said that everyone has a story to tell. But the tale behind 
how Stephan Courtright and Michael Short met is one that deserved 
special attention on the back of their wedding program (and even in- 
spired the signature drink at the reception!). 

No one would guess that love can blossom at a 7-Eleven, but the 
store located at Lyndale Avenue and 32"! Street served as the back- 
drop for this budding relationship. In the wee hours of Valentine's 
Day 26 years ago, Michael craved one of his favorite vices: Haagen 
Dazs Vanilla Swiss Almond ice cream. Much to Michael's delight, 
there was one carton remaining. As he opened the freezer door, an 
arm (that didn't belong to him) reached in for the exact container he 
was so desperately seeking. 
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Michael turned to see Stephan, who, Michael notes, could have 
been in extreme danger. Standing between Michael and his Hšagen 
Dazs has the potential to result in a lost limb due to an unfortunate 
freezer door malfunction. Luckily, Michael was struck by Stephan's 
presence and didn't resort to violence. Instead, he relied on the old 
verbal standby of “I saw it first” to which Stephan countered: “Posses- 
sion is nine-tenths of the law.” Touché, Stephan, touché. 

The sales clerk refused to act as judge on the dispute, resulting 
in the compromise of resorting to Stephan’s nearby apartment and 
sharing. Fast-forward to the summer of 2013, and suddenly the two 
men are faced with a wedding to plan. 

Settling on a venue and vendors for a wedding can be an over- 
whelming experience. Stephan, who works as a hairstylist at Wave Sa- 
lon, has received a wealth of information from clients over the years. 
As an advocate of supporting people and business that are friends, 
Stephan relied on family and friends whenever possible. 

Michael took a different approach. “We knew the date, just not the 
year. We started talking about how cool it would be to get married 
on 2/14/2014 but we had no idea about locations,” he adds. “In my 
mind, many of our vendor decisions would depend upon the venue.” 

With a seemingly impossible dream of being married in a matter 
of months, the couple had settled on the idea of waiting until 2015 as 
finding a venue with such short notice was unlikely. Stephan shared 
this with a client and dear friend sitting in his chair, Lizzie, as they were 
discussing his engagement. When he went to the back of the salon 
to mix her hair color, Lizzie began texting. “When I came back Lizzie 
said, ‘Why not have your wedding at our house? We do not have any 
plans for Valentine’s Day. It will give us something to do and it will be 
our honor.” Having caught him off guard, Stephan politely declined. 

Discussing this gesture with Michael later, Michael agreed that de- 
clining was best. “I thought it was a gracious offer and said we should 
politely decline,” he says. “I felt uncomfortable with the idea of having 
our wedding in a friend's home; such a thing can truly test the best of 
any friendships, and on top of that was the fact that Lizzie is a client of 
Stephan’s.” Michael sent Lizzie an email thanking her for the offer, but 
also declined, and the two thought this would be the end of it. 

About ten days later, the couple received a beautiful, hand- 
made invitation in the mail. “It was an invitation to our wedding, from 
Lizzie, her husband Chuck, and their daughter Pia,” says Michael, 
who burst into tears as he read it. Unable to say no to such an offer, 
Michael and Stephan agreed to host it at Lizzie’s beautiful Tudor-style 
home. “We turned their world upside down, cleared out all their furni- 
ture and took over, and we never once had a conflict or problem. They 
were truly gracious hosts. If not for them I think we would still would 
be trying to figure out how to get married.” 

With the venue issue settled, the two began melding two styles 
into a coherent look. “When it comes to style I usually defer to 
Stephan, it’s his business and he’s very good at it,” Michael says. 
“My original ideas about a casual barefoot wedding quickly morphed 
into something more stylish. Especially after Stephan explained that 
a loud, Hawaiian-print silk shirt does not translate into a slimming 
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look.” While the couple gravitated to elements of personal strengths, 
they always worked together. Discussing everything as a couple, 
they also talked to friends and family seeking advice. 

While a coherent look and stylish feel was important, Stephan be- 
lieved the two should have styles that play off one another yet remain 
unique. Notably, Stephan found fabric boutonnieres in a magazine 
and had to have them, ordering two different colors to prevent dress- 
ing identically. 

Personal touches were added to the big day as well. Stephan says, 
“It was also very important to me to wear my father's ring that my 
mother gave to him when they first started dating, he passed away 
awhile ago and I wanted a piece of him there.” 

For Michael, this personal aspect came in the form of a family 
heirloom pocket watch, which required he wear a suit with a vest. 
“It may sound funny but it gave me great joy to have that element in 
our wedding. Something I could not have done wearing a Hawaiian 
shirt,” he adds. “I must also admit that I didn’t totally understand 
the funky socks, but they made for some fun photos and now I get 
it. Stephan saw the big picture in advance and that’s one of the many 
reasons I love him.” 

That love has gotten the couple through nearly three decades to- 
gether. After such a commitment to one another, Stephan and Michael 
found gifts to be unnecessary and encouraged guests to donate to char- 
ity (Stephan’s suggestion was Randy Shaver’s Cancer Fund while Mi- 
chael’s charity of choice was the The Aliveness Project). 

“Our wedding was not a celebration of the start of a life togeth- 
er,” Stephan adds. “It was a celebration of a long, loving relationship 
blending with the evolution of an increasingly enlightened society.” m 


Spring Wedding: Stephan Courtright and Michael Short 

Date of Ceremony/Reception: February14, 2014 

Number of Guests: 80 

Location of Ceremony/Reception: Friend Lizzie’s home in Highland Park 
Florist: Bachman’s 

Boutonnieres: Hook & Albert 

Rings: Scheherazade Jewelers (The couple didn’t purchase new rings, but had 
old ones cleaned and reconditioned) 

Accessories: Michael: Clarks shoes, Calvin Klein shirt, Esquire tie, Happy Sox 
socks; Stephan: Prada shoes, Esquire shirt, Esquire tie, Steven Land socks 
Suits: Men’s Warehouse 

Day-of Coordinator: Wendy Short-Hays, Michael's aunt 
Invitations/Stationary: Designed in collaboration with a.m. photography 
Guest and Photo Book: Rag and Bone 

Linens/Tableware: Aprés Party and Tent Rental 

Caterer: Abraham Catering 

Photographer: a.m. photography 

Cake: Pastries by Amy Kovacs 

Music: Jimmy Martin 

Officiant: Elliot Hays, Michael's uncle 
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| Celebrating 


( VENUES } 


by Shane Lueck 


BREAKING NEW GROUND: 
NEW AND RENEWED VENUES 


MINNEAPOLIS EVENT CENTER 
Guests: 400 
uns at $1,000 


Available for: Rehearsal Dinner, Ceremony, Reception 

With construction beginning in July 2013 and wrapping up in late November, the vision for Minneapolis 
Event Center (MEC) at Saint Anthony Main was born from an event planner's perspective, and not a cor- 
porate perspective. “We wanted a gorgeous space that first and foremost functions properly," says Michael 
Basler, the Marketing and Design Manager for MEC. ^We wanted jaw-dropping beauty when guests first 
arrive, and comfort throughout the event experience." This atmosphere Basler alludes to may best be 
described as upscale chic meets historic charm. 

Basler says same-sex couples will love the attention to detail infused into the space. Outdoors, MEC offers a 
romantic, lush, private-walled garden space for outdoor ceremonies, complete with brick and slate patios, modern 
sculpture, a gas fire pit, patio heaters, and a wide variety of perennials and annuals. Inside, guests will find a light- 
filled atrium with fourteen-foot ceilings and floor-to-ceiling windows overlooking the garden. The ballroom features 
African hardwood dance floors, historic exposed brick walls and wood beams, LED lighting, LCD flat-screen TVs, 
and spa-inspired bathrooms complete with real cloth hand towels. To sweeten the deal, MEC offers convenient off 
street parking for 1400 cars across the street (with discounted valet service also available). 

What differentiates MEC from many other venues is the ability to offer a turnkey event (read: no hidden 
fees). “We include all staffing needs, coat check, servers, and event personnel," Basler says. "Tables with 
linens and mahogany Chiavari chairs are also included at no additional cost. Our full-service, in-house cater- 
ing offers unique dining experiences for every mood and budget. All china, glassware, flatware, linen, and 
candles are included with the space fee. We also have a killer in-house sound system and advanced audio 
visual capabilities." 


612-564-3777 

212 Southeast 2nd Street 
Minneapolis, MN 
www.minneapoliseventcenters.com 
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GREEN ACRES EVENT CENTER 
Guests: 210 
бй: at $1,600 


Available for: Reception, Ceremony, One-hour Rehearsal 

Steven Schussler, well-known as the creator of the Rainforest Café Restaurants, fell in love with the original 
architectural, character & charm of the historic barn. He bought it to save it from being torn down and, 
almost immediately, Schussler was inundated with requests to rent the barn for various events. Because he 
loves to share his creations with others, he took the idea of becoming an event center (which came from the 
community) and decided to go for it! After almost three years of renovations and approvals from nineteen 
government agencies, the vision to restore and preserve as much as possible of the historic barn’s authentic 
character, charm, and structure was completed. Green Acres opened March 1, 2013, as the first and only 
event center in the city of Eden Prairie. 

Using original materials when and where available, the barn’s quaint beauty is now complemented with 
the modern conveniences of heat, air conditioning, new up-to-date bathrooms, an elevator, and sound system. 
The barn’s décor appeals to the five senses with crystal and candlelight chandeliers, a collection of antique 
jukeboxes, an extravagant Italian water fountain, old fashioned player pianos, music, color and theatrical light- 
ing. Cozy seating areas around warm fireplaces with weathered horse saddles, antique kerosene lanterns, 
aged furniture, and artwork makes guests feel comfortable and transports them back to those bygone days. 

Although valet parking service is required at an additional expense (due to limited parking) and there is less 
flexibility in terms of catering (due to an in-house caterer), the experience truly is customizable. “The only limit 
at Green Acres is your imagination,” says Sunhi Ryan, the Vice President of Sales and Marketing at Schussler 
Creative, Inc. “There are so many options for creating the event of your dreams.” Couples are able to bring in any 
sort of décor, photos, and belongings that speak to their personal style and the feel they want for their wedding. 
Ryan shares the story of one same-sex couple who wanted to both feel like brides and not have one assuming the 
role of groom and the other as bride as they walk down the aisle. With two staircases leading to the upper level 
loft, they loved the idea of each of them using a stair case where both would enter at the same time. ₪ 


952-942-5220 

14150 Pioneer Trail 

Eden Prairie, MN 
www.greenacreseventcenter.com 


Prom Catering — The Evolution of Weddings 


; Ао] alty! For over 70 years, Prom Catering has provided the best in delicious, 
Your wedo mg IS oul specia ty: dependable wedding fare. Whether at our main facility, one of our venues, 
Over 30 years of experience. | 

/ ora place of your choosing, Prom Catering compliments your special 


Valley Floral Free Consultation day with PRIDE! 
Company 651-439-0611 


institwater, мм Valleyfloralcompany.com 


tleecustomdesignerjewelry 


/ Beautifully Simple. 
Elegantly Celebrated. 


say yes 
MANSION 


Watch us create your custom jewelry. 
Experience the intriguing marriage 
of the workshop and the showroom. 


Hip but not trendy 
Sophisticated yet friendly www.tleegold.com 
Luxury without pretense 
Our New Home 
Next to Red Stag 
Designer jewelry that is 509 Y; 1st Ave NE 
powerful and rare. Minneapolis, MN 55413 
photo by Noah Wolf (612) 789-2656 
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1928 University Ave NE 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 789-7297 


jaxcafe.com 


Daw Neustow CAFE ACCORD! Д 


“French flair апа 
Bohemian attitude” 


Weddings/Parties/Events 


every Tuesday at 
The Loring Pasta Bar 


in Dinkytown 


cafeaccordion.com 
651-488-1174 
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From the French Chateauesque Turnblad mansion to the sleek Nelson Cultural 
Center, there's no other setting quite like the American Swedish Institute for 


your wedding. Call us to set up an appointment: 612-870-3368. 


KITCHEN - BAR AMERICAN 
A SWEDISH 
2600 Park Avenue Minneapolis MN 55407 | ASlmn.org = 


© becca dilley photography 


www.LorincKiTcHEN.com * [612] 843 одоо 


INSTITUTE 
1359 WILLOW STREET * MINNEAPOLIS 
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Q Quorum Section 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


QUORUM 


Empowering GLBTA businesses to 
connect, build and strengthen community. 


QUORUM SECTION 


ADVERTORIAL 


Welcome to the Quorum section in Lavender 
Magazine! We are so pleased to partner with 
Lavender, which includes the Quorum section 
appearing in every other issue. Want your ad to 
appear in the Quorum section? Being a Quorum 
member, you will receive discounted rates so 
please contact a sales rep at Lavender for all the 
details or visit the "Lavender & Quorum" page on 
twincitiesquorum.com. 


WHAT IS TWIN CITIES QUORUM? 

* Quorum is the Twin Cities GLBT & 
Allied Chamber of Commerce. 

* Quorum champions the business case 
for a fully inclusive community as a 
conduit for economic development 
and a leader in the continuum of change. 

* Quorum is an affiliate of the NGLCC 
(National Gay & Lesbian Chamber 
of Commerce) in D.C. Through the NGLCC, 
Quorum helps local small 
businesses to obtain their LGBTE 
certification. 

* Quorum partners with corporate members to 
plan and host quarterly workplace alliance 
events with the local corporate LGBTA ERGs 
(Employee Resource Groups). 


QUORUM’S 2014 COMUNNITY LEADERSHIP 
AWARDS - MAY 15th, 2014 

The Quorum Community Leadeship Awards is a 
very special night for the GLBT and Allied Com- 
munity, and this year it will be hosted by our for- 
mer Executive Director - Sam McClure. Quorum 
will recognize and honor five exceptional people 
or organizations, nominated by their community 
and chosen by the Leadership Awards Selection 
Committee. You will have a very rare opportunity 
to hear their stories and to find out what inspires 
and motivates them. Every year our guests tell 
us that this is one of the most powerful and uplift- 
ing events of the year. 


Nominations are open until March 28th, and the 
form can be found on www.twincitiesquorum.com. 
Submit as many nominations as you would like. 
Nominations are open to both Quorum members 
and non-Quorum members. 


THE CATEGORIES & CRITERIA ARE 
AS FOLLOWS: 


* Demonstrates excellence and success 
in business or profession 

* Visibly support the GLBTA community by provid- 
ing contributions and/or in kind services and 
other support to nonprofit organizations, political 
issues, or other community-wide causes 


* 15 a nonprofit organization with 501(c) 3 status 

* Openly support issues and/or provide services 
that benefit and enhance the health, spirit, pride 
and diversity of gay, lesbian, bisexual and trans- 
gender individuals and our community 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 50 


Twin Cities LGBT + Allied Business Community 


STAND 


GIVING YOUR BRAND A VOICE 


REMY 


Results 
р. en ^. 


Kay T. Johnson 


JERRY A. BURG 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


= 


Over 20 Years Experience i in: 
Family Law | Criminal Defense | Employment Law 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. * Minneapolis * (612) 822-0865 


www.jerryaburg.com 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 49 


чоцоәс̧ סחסוחש‎ у 


uoo -unJonbseniouiMr MMM 


Q Quorum Section 


< 
9 
o 
₪ 
o 
E 
2 
[us 
₪ 
2 
O 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


QUORUM 


* Demonstrates excellent and success in busi- 
ness or profession 

* Demonstrates leadership in the community 
through volunteer activities and/or serving as a 
positive role model for others 


QUORUM INCLUSION LEADER OF THE YEAR 

* Demonstrates leadership that creates an 
environment that embraces the inclusion of all 
voices and perspectives 

* Demonstrates a commitment to creating a fully 
inclusive organizational culture 

* Openly supports issues that affect the spirit, 
pride and diversity of gay, lesbians, bisexual, 
and transgender people in the workplace 

* The recipient of this award may be an individual 
or an organization 


QUORUM LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
Demonstrates significant leadership benefiting 

the GLBTA community within the span and the 

individual's personal and/or professional life. 


NGLCC Road Show May 20'^, 2014 

After hosting the 2014 Twin Cities Quorum 
Community Leadership Awards, Sam McClure 
will be hosting the NGLCC Road Show to talk 
about local businesses about becoming LGBTEs 
(certified LGBT Business Enterprises). Plan on 
attending this informative session to help grow 
your business. 


DOojyOoulknow your law firm's family, yv, 


в. N, 
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Rebecca Heltzer 


HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, P.A. 
Representing the legal needs of ALL Minnesotans 


Practicing in the areas of Family Law, Real Estate, Criminal Defense, 
Civil Litigation, Business Transactions, Domestic Partnerships, 
Wills and Powers of Attorney, Professional Licensing and Discipline, and Mediation. 


*Certified Criminal Law Specialist 
**Rule 114 Civil and Family Law Mediator 


413 Wacouta St., Suite 430, St. Paul * (651) 330-8508 


WWW.HELTZERHOUGHTALING.COM 
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Twin Cities LGBT + Allied Business Community 


| can mkae eevn ë = ТЕЕ 
the msot dffluclt . 
Igeal Inggauae 
vrey easy to 
understand. 


| Show 


Tune into Stephanie Miller 
Wednesdays from 8:00 — 11:00a.m. 
Quorum j for 


Business Lea of the Year. 


Wills & Trusts e Small Business Law 
Domestic Partnerships ® Adoptions 


Amy Johnson, Esq. 
Advising individuals and businesses as they age and grow. 
Johnson Law ° 612.377.3777 ® www.johnsonlawonline.com 
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Tune in or listen online 
at www.AM950radio.com 


A Night with Well-Stru ПО 


Call for Justice, LLC’s First- Annual Fundraiser 
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** Melissa Houghtaling | 


Соте enjoy the melodies of 
classical giants like Mozart and 
Vivaldi blended with the tunes of 
pop superstars like Adele, Lady 
Gaga, Kelly Clarkson and more, 
benefiting Call for Justice, LLC. 


y 


April 10, 2014 
6-8:30PM 
Illusion Theater 
x^ 
cali 


for Justice, lic 


because justice first requires access 


Tickets on sale for $95 
Cocktail hour starts at 6pm! 


Visit www. illusiontheater.org for tickets or 
call the box office at 612-339-4944. 
www.callforjustice.org 


If this doesn't scare you away from 
marriage, let us help file your joint 
tax returns! 


$50 joint return reviews 
We'll show you what your 2012 returns would 
have looked like if you filed jointly. 


R 


Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road, Suite 425 
St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
р 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


RORTax.com 


New 2013 wedding receptions will receive: 


® Complimentary wedding suite 


® Complimentary champagne toast or specialty coffee station 
® Complimentary reception or gift opening room rental 


® Discounted suite rates for guests 


7025 Northland Drive North 
Minneapolis, MN 55428 
763.536.8300 
MinneapolisMarriottNW.com 


Twin Cities LGBT + Allied Business Community 


QUORUM 


Whats Your Plan? 


Roya Moltaji, СЕР®, СҺЕС®, CASL™ 
Financial Planner, Financial Services Representative 
Accredited Domestic Partnership Advisor™ designation 
2013 Quorum Business Leader of the Year 
301 Carlson Parkway, Suite 300 

Minnetonka, MN 55305 

rmoltaji@metlife.com 

www financialstrategies.metlife.com 


Call Roya today at 952-769-2126 


2 
MetLife - 100% Corporate Equality Index score HRC 11 consecutive e( 
years Metropolitan Life Insurance Company (MLIC), New York, NY 3 
10036. Securities products and investment advisory services offered pps 
by MetLife Securities, Inc. (MSI) (member FINRA/SIPC) a registered 2 
investment advisor. МИС and MSI are MetLife companies. 
10314364644[exp0315][MN] 


MetLife 
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e DELIVERIES f 


P. 763.593.1777 
TOLL FREE 888.89: 
WWW.BWFLORAL 
INFO@BWFLORA 


YOUR FLORAL DESIGN SPECIALISTS! 


ENJOY YOUR LANDSCAPE YEAR AROUND 


LET OUR ILLUMINOLOGISTS TRANSFORM YOUR LANDSCAPE AND 
CREATE A BEAUTIFUL NIGHTTIME FOR ENTERTAINING 


AND ENJOYING YOUR HOME. 
Фф. 


OUR PREMIUM QUALITY LED FIXTURES ENABLE 
US TO UNIQUELY ILLUMINATE ANY OUTDOOR AREA. 


CALL FOR A FREE IN-HOME 
CONSULTATION AND ENJOY YOUR 
LANDSCAPE YEAR AROUND! 


designeinstalleservice Үр? 


952.475.212 
touchstonelights.com 


©2014 TOUCHSTONE ACCENT LIGHTING, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
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FLEXIBILITY М А VENUE: 


MUSE EVENT 
EER 


Completed in early September 2013, Muse Event Center is a space to fit everyone’s needs. An incredibly 
large venue (it can host events of 1,300 guests if needed), Muse has an open floor plan that can keep everyone 
together and multiple levels that can offer further dimension to the ceremony. Add in the much-desired 


location of the North Loop and it seems too good to be true. 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 54 =< 
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“Best Venue" “Best Caterer" “Best Caterer” 
MINNESOTA BRIDE MINNESOTA MEETINGS AND EVENTS MINNESOTA BRIDE 


N. OUR EXCLUSIVE VENUES 


—— Me 
Mill City Museum, Mingle 
McNamara Alumni Centé 


allroom and Clubroom, Calhoun Beach Club, 
li: -Institute of Arts, International Market Square, 
hi seum of Russian Art, Walker Art Center 


VENUES | 


But the property has a bit of a checkered past. In recent history, the 
space housed the Trocaderos nightclub (from 2005 to 2009) and was 
riddled with noise complaints. After the club closed, the space sat emp- 
ty for years receiving attention from potential buyers without anything 
panning out. That is, until the creative minds behind Muse grabbed a 
hold of it. Last year, Twin Cities-based restaurateur Kam Talebi con- 
firmed that he and his partners at Kaskaid Hospitality had reached an 
agreement to purchase the property. Kaskaid, the $60 million parent 
company to Crave, Figlio, Urban Eatery, and Union restaurants, con- 
verted the 23,000-square-foot space into the Muse Event Center. 

“The vision for the redesign was to create a blank canvas that 
would allow each and every client to be able to transform the space 
into their own unique event,” says Zach Sussman, the Marketing Di- 
rector. “The design is simple yet elegant allowing for clients to put 
their own spin on the place.” 

Muse offers distinct areas for guests to enjoy. The open floor plan 
on the first two levels allows couples to utilize the spaces together 
for a larger group or the rooms can be separated for a ceremony in 
one space and reception in the other. The third floor offers a private 
club room that is perfect for a smaller group to gather. There is also 
a bridal suite that offers a beautiful space to get ready for the big day. 

“We don’t really differentiate between same-sex couples and ev- 
eryone else—the venue is perfect for every wedding!” says Suss- 
man. “The elegant dressing rooms with multiple bathrooms and 
showers, storage lockers, and vanities are definitely a hit with wed- 
ding parties. The third floor lounge is also a fun unique feature that 
allows guests to enjoy different event spaces and experiences within 


the same venue.” 

According to Sussman, flexibility is something Muse offers that no 
other venue in town can match. The space can be utilized by groups of 
all sizes and can be made to feel intimate for a small group of 30 to 50 
guests, or the entire space can be utilized for a giant wedding of 1000+ 
guests. Sectional staging allows for a variety of performances includ- 
ing aerialists, bands, theater productions, or the ceremony itself. Still 
not intrigued? Sound, lighting, and other technology enhancements 
are also top tier, and an in-house tech team can (and will!) handle all 
of the details for a hassle-free experience for the wedding party. 

In a space that is available for receptions, ceremonies, rehearsal 
dinners, and anything else the wedding party can think of, the op- 
tions seem endless. But what about all the small details that often 
muddle the planning process? “When you rent the space, the tables, 
chivari chairs, linens, and dressing room are all included in the cost, 
along with the personalized service of our catering sales team and 
culinary experts,” Sussman says. 

However, there are no quick answers in terms of pricing. “Our 
pricing structure is unique to each event, as we've found there is no 
“one size fits all” formula for events, especially weddings,” Sussman 
says. “We work with every single guest to stay within their budget 
while exceeding their expectations.” This pricing model and flexibil- 
ity is one of the most common accolades Muse has received from 
wedding couples, and another thing not found anywhere else in town. 
Sussman adds, “In a traditional industry dominated by a very few 
players, we've seen a lot of success in giving people what they want at 
a price they can afford.” 


A diversity in spaces allows for different events and experiences to be found in 
the same venue. Photos courtesy of Muse Event Center 
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Sep FREE LEGAL 


CONSULTATION ! 


Compass Rose 


О Family Law / Divorce О Criminal Defense 
Brass Ensemble O Child Support О Business & Civil Litigation | 
Ч Domestic Partnerships О Wills and Powers of Attorney 


Top quality, professional 
musicians for your wedding | | Randall S. Johnson (651) 646-3755 | | 


Attorney at Law www.rsjlaw.com 


ceremony. 
Providing affordable legal services to the GLBT community since 1992 
www.compassrosebrass.com L Offices conveniently located at Highway 94 and Snelling Avenue 
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хо Its your wedding c< 


MAKE IT FAMOUS! 


It's your special day, choose Famous Dave's for the best 


Like uson . t authentic, slow-smoked barbeque. Made from scratch and served 


facebook. 


hot - choose from St. Louis-Style Spareribs, Georgia Chopped Pork, 
Texas Beef Brisket and much more. 


Contact our catering consultants to discuss a variety of delicious 
options featuring meals tailored to your needs. 


TO REQUEST A QUOTE, VISIT US AT FAMOUSDAVES.COM/WEDDINGMN 
-0R- 
CALL HOWARD P0LSKI AT 952.593.5050 


Famous | 


| /, Tener. | ₪ w £ 
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Celebrate with beautiful artisan 
chocolate favors, gifts or an 


entire chocolate buffet! 


ST.CROIX 


GLBT OWNED 
Call us today at 651-433-1400 


www:stcroixchocolateco.com 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 55 


| Celebrating 


( WINE } 


by Katy Keiffer 


S UD YOUR WEDDING 


Woo-hoo! You're getting married! Of course 
you want every detail to be exactly right ...and 
there are so many details! Aside from what to 
wear, perhaps the most important decisions you 
make are going to be about food and drink. Un- 
less you are blessed with an extensive knowl- 
edge of food and wine and how they go together, 
you will be doing a lot of homework. 

So, how do you pick a wine? Obviously the 
chief criteria is that it must taste good. It 
also has to complement your menu se- 
lections without breaking the bank. 
And, dare I say, you probably want 
it to make a statement about 
you and your beloved. A fun 
statement! A statement that 
proclaims “We know who 
we are and we know how to 
make a good party great by 
choosing all the right com- 
ponents." Selecting great 
wine is key to providing 
your guests with a truly 
memorable experience. 

Meet Little Black Dress 
Wines. This line of fun, in- 
expensive wines has some- 
thing for every wine lover. 
Most people want to offer 
a choice of red and white 
at their weddings. Little 
Black Dress has you more 
than covered there. With 
a full complement of vari- 
etals from classic Chardon- 


nay and Cabernet, to Moscato and Riesling, Little 
Black Dress has a wine that will work with any 
dish. Planning to serve Italian food? Bring on 
the Pinot Grigio! Maybe you and your partner 
absolutely love ethnic foods, like Indian or Thai? 
You could serve either a Riesling or Sauvignon 
Blanc. Each wine has a personality and flavor 
profile that enables you to make the perfect 
pairing for your perfect event. 
Little Black Dress Wines are the re- 
sult of the art and craft of Zidanelia 
Arcidiacono, familiarly known as Z, 
(‘cos who can say that name three 
times fast?). A US native who 
grew up in Argentina, Z stud- 
ied wine-making in Mendoza, 
completing her education 
with a degree from the Na- 
tional School of Oenology 
before moving on to France 
to complete her wine stud- 
les. Crisscrossing the 
globe, Z became harvest 
oenologist in California for 
the likes of Sonoma Cu- 
trer. From there, she was 
recruited by Little Black 
Dress to come up with 
their signature collection. 
Now one of the most pop- 
ular and affordable brands 
on the market, Little Black 
Dress Wines are synony- 
mous with style, and like 
the little black dress they 
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UNBEATABLE 


UNPARALLELED 
UNBELIEVABLE 
HAPPY HOUR: Everyday 11am - 7pm 
Sunday - Thursday 9pm - Midnight 
THAT'S THE 


SUPPORT SMALL BUSINESS 
SHOP LOCAL 


LIQUOR BOY WAY 


—= WINE 8 SPIRITS = 
a 
499 Payne Ave. ° St. Paul ACROSS FROM THE WEST END 
Railroad Island District NEXT TO COSTCO & HOME DEPOT 
5 Е 5620 CEDAR LAKE ROAD • ST. LOUIS PARK 


9/5 
FOUNTAIN ROOM 


AT THE LUMBER EXCHANGE 
EST. 2013 


ОА OU | Рз. CORI 


m 7 [ 
r КУ prime dates - 
| still available | 


| for 2014  , 


FOR THAT SPECIAL OCCASION, RESERVE YOUR DATE TODAY! 


DALE HANSON |612-845-2575 
LUMBER EXCHANGE BUILDING | 10 8. 5TH ST. MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55408 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 57 


WINE 


are named for, these wines can be counted on to make you look 
good! 

In addition to the traditional varietals, Z has created three Di- 
valicious blends. These wines offer a more complex flavor profile 
with enhanced flexibility. Divalicious Red is an alluring blend of 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Carignan, and Petite Sirah, along with hints 
of Zinfandel, Tannat, Mourvedre, Garnacha, and Malbec. Chances 
are some of these names may not mean that much to you, but 
they add up to a rich, juicy, red with notes of ripe berries, black 
cherries, and floral accents. It flirts well with spicy food, and with 
hearty meat dishes. Or you can dress it up for a red-wine-based 
cocktail or a summery sangria. 

Depending on your menu, you may prefer something lighter and 
zestier, such as Divalicious White, a delectable blend of Pinot Grigio, 
Moscato, Chardonnay, and Sauvignon Blanc. This wine is great with 
food, or just as an aperitif ...a truly versatile selection likely to please 
even the biggest wine snob at the wedding! 

Right now, there is a tremendous surge in popularity for blush 
wines (aka Rosé). Here Z has worked her magic too, developing 
a brand new Pink Pinot Grigio that stands out in a crowded field. 
What makes Divalicious Pink Pinot Grigio so divalicious? The subtle 
blend of grapes: Pinot Grigio, Muscat, Chardonnay, and Viognier. 
Crisp, refreshing, and a ravishing shade of pale pink (derived from 
the naturally copper-hued skins of the Pinot Grigio grape), Divali- 
cious Pink Pinot Grigio not only works well with a variety of foods 
but it is perfect for the cocktail hour. The bottles look gorgeous on 
a wedding table, or you can make it a signature gift for guests, the 


bridal party, and groomsmen. 

Not least, Little Black Dress Wines have a social commitment 
element as well. The winery supports various charities, either di- 
rectly or through partnerships. Causes we all care about, such as 
breast cancer awareness and supporting female veterans. Buying 
these wines means buying into a community of like-minded people 
whose purchases reflect their values. So not only do you identify 
yourself as stylish, sexy, and savvy, but you express your social con- 
science in your choices. 

After all, a wedding is not just about celebration is it? It is a public 
demonstration of commitment; a contract with one another and with 
society as a whole. It’s an exciting opportunity to show who you are 
and what you care about. Hooray! 


Katy Keiffer is a contributing editor for Food Arts, writing primarily about the 
meat and seafood industries. She also hosts a weekly show devoted to the food 
industry for Heritage Radio Network. With her teenage daughter Delilah, Katy 
divides her time between homes in New York City and Rhode Island, where she 
loves to entertain and maintains an impressive wine cellar. 


Africa is... LOVE. Naturally. 


For an EXTRAORDINARY journey of romance. 


Kjell Berghs 
BORTON OVERSEAS, 
e 


аа Extraordinary Lands 
612-822-4640 


www.bortonoverseas.com 
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1-800-843-0602 
Minneapolis, MN 


DATE NIGHT 
Every Thursday after брт 
Share Appetizer 
2 Entrees or Any Pizza 


- 
of Wine $35100 


2014 


GLBT Yellow Pages & 
Wedding Resource Guide 


LavenderYellowPages.com 


CATERING 


Concept to clean up, we apply everything we know about preparing and serving 
award-winning food to make your event a success. Looking for something a little 
different? Just ask. We specialize in special requests. For groups of all sizes, 


Green Mill Catering caters to your every need. 


2012 DOUBLE DIAMOND 
AWARD WINNER 


+5 jg. х 
Green Mill 
Green Mill 


Contact us at 651-203-3100 or catering@greenmill.com for more information. 
greenmillcatering.com 
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Dico S 


Twin Cities Premier Wedding Caterer wet | 


The Deco Catering is well 
known for its world cuisine and 
its ability to make serving food 
a unique, artistic experience. 


Our success is based on 
uncompromising quality, superior 
service, attention to detail 
and a distinctive creative flair. 


Visit our website at 
www.decocatering.com, 
browse our Photo Gallery and 
read our Customer Comments. 


To setup a tasting today, 
call 612.623.4477 


= 


Make your day perfect! 


Enjoy the rich flavor and 
artistic flair of 


The Deco Catering. 


Clients List includes a former 
President, his holiness the 
Dalai Lama and the King of Norway! 


“Minnesota’s most 
amazing wedding 
MRS 


An Enchanting Event Cen 
ina Historic Barn™ 


Cae beautiful memories in this 
lovingly restored historic barn 
amongst crystal and candlelight 


14150 Pioneer Trail chandeliers, antique jukeboxes, 


Eden Prairie an extravagant Italian fountain, 
Schedule a visit: old fashioned player pianos and 
952-942-5220 artwork. The character and charm 


GreenAcresEventCenter.com jg complemented with modern 


S, conveniences making it perfect for 
Award-winning food Бу == events all year round. 


Top Pick by Minnesota Bride Magazine! 


An American Restaurant 


Congratulations Minnesota for 
passing the Marriage Equality Law! 


Tryg's American Restaurant would like to host your wedding 
events. Please visit trygs.com or call 612-920-7777 
to book your events. 


3118 West Lake Street | Minneapolis | 612.920.7777 | trygs.com &j 
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by Pat Eo 


When it comes to wedding food, a lot of guests have pretty 
low expectations. That's because we've all had our fill of ho-hum 
chicken dinners with potatoes and green beans. (I don’t care if 
you add sliced almonds.) The good news is that today’s couples 
are raising the culinary bar and putting their focus (and money) 
on wedding fare. With everything from sangria-inspired gelées 
and food truck favorites to mac and cheese bars and s'mores sta- 
tions, the options are endless. And keep in mind: the Twin Cities 
top talents are always trying to outdo themselves. 

One of the newest catering companies on the scene comes 
from the creators of the critically acclaimed and award-winning 
Saffron Restaurant in the North Loop. Brothers Saed and Chef 
Sameh Wadi, who are also behind the World Street Kitchen food 
truck and WSK restaurant, are celebrated for bringing street 
style food from around the globe to Minneapolis. Adding to an 
already impressive resume, Sameh was the first Minnesotan to 
compete on Iron Chef America a few years back. 

“I thought it was a prank when my brother called to tell me 
about Iron Chef. I was like a kid in candy store because I was 
always such a fan of the show," says Sameh. 


Mexican Grilled Cheese. Photo by Matt Lien Photography 


He didn't win the title, but his passion for cooking helped 
launch his latest endeavor: W&W Catering. The dream team of 
sorts also includes big brother Saed, who lends his considerable 
charms as host, and hailed local event and design planner, Geri 
Wolf, who brings her own unique philosophy to the table. 

"It (catering) is really the marriage of food design and service. 
Food should be part of the entertainment and décor. With W&W 
we asked ourselves, ‘What can we offer that isn't already being 
offered around here?” Wolf says. 

To compete in the dynamic and crowded food arena, W&W 
dazzles with countless signature dishes that are about as far from 
chicken and green bean almondine as possible. Menus range 
from burritos all the way up to a stewed salmon with tomatoes 
and black olives. Everything is made from scratch. The company 
offers full service catering, boxed meals, and drop-off service, as 
well as the World Street Kitchen food truck. 

“Based on talking with several of our gay couples who have 
been clients, the quality of food is really important and they love 
the design element. Our ability to customize is also a big part of 
the conversation for gay weddings,” Wolf adds. 
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MOSCOW ON THE HILL 


RUSSIAN RESTAURANT AND VODKA BAR 


371 SELBY AVE. * SAINT PAUL 
(651) 291-1236 * MOSCOWONTHEHILL.COM 


BANQUETS ° SECLUDED PATIO ® LUNCH & DINNER 
WEDDINGS * EXTENSIVE VODKA MENU * CATERING 


Hennepin € West 26th Minneapolis 612.874.0481 Selby € Dale Saint Paul 651.221.9140 


it's that simple. 


LORING => 


KITCHEN ВАК 


www.LoRiNcGKiTCHEN.COM 


[612] 843 0400 * 1359 WILLOW STREET * MINNEAPOLIS 


Bielenberg € Tamarack Woodbury 651.209.8182 Grand Avenue € Fairview Saint Paul 651.698.2346 
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TIPS TO CONSIDER BEFORE SAYING 
‘I DO TO A CATERER 

® In order to customize your menu and find the right fare for your 
wedding or rehearsal dinner, it’s important to ask a lot of questions 
and establish a budget. Geri Wolf serves up some helpful tips: 

e Share your budget range and discuss your priorities. What tops 
the list? Is it the style of service, quality of food, or presentation? 

® When comparing catering companies, check to see what is 
included in each estimate. Are servers and bartenders provided? 
What about China, flatware, and glassware? 

® Ask your caterer to visit your venue beforehand to determine any 
potential challenges. 

e Share décor ideas so it will be a cohesive wedding experience. 

® To save money, consider setting up an hors d’oeuvres buffet 
rather than butler passing. It lowers labor costs and embellish- 
ment platters offer a lot of bang for your buck. 

e Always have a plan “В” for outdoor weddings. If you don’t, it’s 
guaranteed to rain buckets. 

* What's Saed's advice to people when they hire a caterer? “You 
know, they have to believe in the people they hire; can they do the 
job that needs to be done? It’s not really about the price or how 
good looking we are, it’s actually about what can we do for them 
from the first meeting to the reception.” 


P 2 M 1. W&W Catering and Events Coastal Station; 2. Nicoise Deviled Eggs; 3. Into the 
For more information: www.wandwcatering.com Garden Station; 4. YumYum Rice Bowl Station. Photos by Matt Lien Photography 
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The Firenouse Room at The Happy Gnome 


ale perfect place for your occasion 
è 


498 Selby Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55102 


www.thehappygnome.com 


651.233.3340 (events) 
651.287.2018 (restaurant) 
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HALF PRICE ON SELECT BEER, WINES 
COCKTAILS 


«9; 
Melling Pot. 


a fondue restaurant 


(612) 338-9900 * MELTINGPOT.COM 
80 S. 9TH ST., MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402 


*Offer valid at this location only 


2 | 277 


WA %®/ Л 


COMMONWEALTH PROPERTIES & HOSPITALITY 


NS 2 

ДЯ, . : 

VNIVERSITY clyB STOUT'S ISLAND‏ ל 
SAINT PAVL LODGE‏ 


651.222.1751 651.222.1751 651.224.0525 715.354.3646 


moe: 


Two Happy Hours 
7 days a week! 

3-6pm and 9pm-1am 

$1 Off All Bottled Beer & Cocktails 53 


$5 Off All Buckets O' Beer 
$2 Off All Burgers After 9pm 


Enjoy $3 Martinis During Happy Hour `` 
on Monday & Tuesdays! ç 
**Not applicable during Xcel Energy Center events 
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SE Г DESTINATION WEDDING } 


by Morgan Ross 


PUERTO 
VALLARTA 


Destination weddings are a hassle. Planning from afar, travel 
expenses, shuffling a guest list, the headaches go on and on. 
But saying “I do” with the sun setting over the ocean and th 

feeling of sand between your toes as you kiss your partner 

makes all of the fuss worth it. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 66 = 


Casa Velas. Photo by Danielle Hop 


* View collections from 12 of the top bridal designers 

* Interest-free financing available 

* Gift with qualifying purchase — Manny's Gift Card — 
ranging from $100-$200 

* Complimentary valet parking in the Young Quinlan Building 

* Enjoy refreshments & snacks while you shop 

* Register to win amazing lower level dugout section 
Twins baseball tickets 


Јо hudson 


JEWELERS 


9TH & NICOLLET MINNEAPOLIS | 612-338-5950 | JBHUDSON.COM 


LE MERIDIEN 
CHAMBERS 
MINNEAPOLIS 


T +1 612 215 3728 
lemeridien.com/ 
minneapolis 


Be exposed to the uncommon, encounter the 
x s N А L become a reality at Le Méridien Chambers. 


Sp Bt амон 


Preferred 
Guest 


unexpected and ignite inspiration. Wedding dreams 


For more information or to speak with an event 
specialist directly, visit lemeridien.com/minneapolis or 


call +1 612 215 3728 


©2014 Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Preferred Guest, SPG, Le Méridien 
and their logos are the trademarks of Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc., or its affiliates. 


THE BRIDAL EVENT 


FRIDAY, APRIL 4 6 SATURDAY, APRIL 5 IOAM-6PM 10 — 6 
2 DAYS ONLY — BEST PRICING OF THE YEAR! 


Ze MERIDIEN 


N 44? 9' W 93? 16 
DESTINATION UNLOCKED 
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GETTING THERE 

Ithoughtthatusing a travel agent was for two kinds of 
people; rich people who don't have the time to plan for 
themselves and people who don't know how to use the 
Internet. After calling Tracy SanNicolas at Riverdale 
Travel, I knew I was wrong. 

My partner and I wanted a relaxing, warm, roman- 
tic getaway with an all-inclusive package on a beach. 
Tracy recommended Puerto Vallarta from personal 
experience. With the combination of the award win- 
ning beaches, the mountains as a backdrop, and the 
friendliness of the city, it has the perfect ingredients 
for romance overload. 


MAKING THE PLANS 

Puerto Vallarta is the ultimate destination for everyone. 
Whether you are getting married, looking to zip line, 
swim with dolphins, whale watch, walk on the beach, 
sip a pifia colada in the pool, unwind in the spa, or relax 
and soak up the sun, Puerto Vallarta offers it all. 

An on-site wedding planner is the key person to 
make your dream wedding a reality. Today, most of 
them plan the whole wedding via email, from the loca- 
tion of the ceremony all the way down to the color of 
the table linens. 


Hard Rock Hotel. Photo courtesy of Hard Rock Hotel 
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Weve been waiting for you. 


Contemporary elegance for all faiths. 


i UNITED THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
OF THE TWIN CITIES 


Email wedding@unitedseminary.edu or call Penny at 651.255.6145. 


Celebrate at the 
Campus Club! 


campusclubumn.org/ 
wedding-special-events 


ccsales@umn.edu 612-625-5089 


BIG 


GAY 
NEWS 


Follow us 
@biggaynews 


UNITEDSEMINARY.EDU wy 
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“Be Our First” 


Be our first Same sex couple 
reception, receive a special 
discount and be featured in 

Our advertising! 


1517; 
V ае 


CONTACT JAN KNUDTSON 
jknudtson@hngc.com 


атом" 952-556-5420 


HAZELTINE NATIONAL GOLF CLUB 
hazeltinenational.com/weddingsevents 


6 M | | ae 
say | Do. theZoo ` РЕ 


Stunning scenery, alluring animals, intimate atmosphere. 
Visit mnzoo.org or call 952.431.9200 for more information. 


1 ича Um 
. Let time travels inc. 
номе 


time aves, i plan your perfect, 
р “ stress-free vacation for: 


5 — Travel Consultant 
el) 651.771.5666- 877.8 


= andre@timetravelsine 
(аъдо www.timetravelsinc.com p 


"репу ГЄ 
оғ ing 
— ге Year by the Minnesota 5 


WATERSTREETINN.US 651-439- 6000 104 WIES тютюн S, ER MN 


MINNESOTA ZOO 


Changing how you see the world 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 67 


DESTINATION WEDDING 


Now Amber Puerto Vallarta 
& Secrets Vallarta Bay. 
Photos by Danielle Hop 


Being voted one of the “Top 10 Destinations in 
Mexico” on TripAdvisor.com in 2013, Puerto Vallarta has 
a seemingly endless list of resorts to choose from. I had 
the opportunity to travel to a few of Riverdale Travel’s 
favorite resorts to find out more about planning the 
perfect destination wedding. 


NOW AMBER PUERTO VALLARTA & 
SECRETS VALLARTA BAY 

This is the wedding destination for the couple with big 
expectations and a big budget. Now Amber and Secrets are 
two separate halves of one large resort. Now Amber allows 
families with children and Secrets is exclusively for adults. 
The two sides are almost mirror images of one another. 
Staying at either resort has a built-in all-inclusive package 
with several options for dining, drinking, and entertain- 
ment. This resort excels in the entertainment factor. They 
have a pool for every mood: one with a swim-up bar, one 
with a basketball hoop, and a quiet one for relaxation. If you 
want to relax away from the water they have hammocks set 
up or you can choose the comfy canopy loungers. Or if you 
want to lounge with front row seats to the ocean, they have 
chairs set up there as well. The view from any spot within 
this resort is breathtaking. They have several locations 

for weddings: beach side, veranda, or indoor. Newlyweds 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 70 
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Celebrate 


20% off 


Wedding Food & Beverage 
when you mention this ad 


DOUBLETREE 
DOWNTOWN ST. PAUL 


411 Minnesota Street, Saint Paul, MN 55101 
T (651) 291 8800 F (651) 605 0263 


DoubleTree.com 


OUTDOOR | SERVICES 


We’re ready, are you? 


Lawn Ranger Design Group 


952-937-6070 


у} Í | MM 

Ат IS, A Mm ull / | 
и | ! יה‎ LA V 
/ Fait [у hd AI 


AW 
| 


И 


и 


Олайне Гади 4 4 


» RJ KRAMER A 


DESIGNS 


FLORAL *ATMOSPHERE *ESSENCE 


QM 


Shatter Expectations 
` | 


г"‏ ' را 
а‏ 
оуб‏ 


Me gir ` 
www.rjkramer.com | 651-227-7091 
Extraordinary Florals Since 1993 


B 
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Enjoy our spectacular seaside location with Wa Never miss a wave 
award-winning accommodations and restaurants. B | пеп n Bay 
1.800.BLUEFIN (258-3346) * Bluefinbay.com ON LAKE SUPERIOR 


MCNAMARA ALUMNI CENTER 


200 Oak STREET S.E. MINNEAPouIs, MN 55455 * 612-624-9831 


“OUR WEDDING АТ THE MCNAMARA ALUMNI CENTER WAS FANTASTIC. 
THE BUILDING IS GORGEOUS, INSIDE AND OUT. [HE FOOD BY 
D'AMICO WAS, OF COURSE, AMAZING. [HE FRIDAY NIGHT BOOKING 
DISCOUNT WAS AN ADDED BONUS. [HANK YOU! THANK vou!" 


—Jeanie and Larissa 


Affordable Rental Packages 
Stunning Architecture 


Adjacent 500-car Parking 
Ramp 


Tunnel connection to The 
Commons Hotel 


Award-winning 
D'Amico 
Catering 


A. Memorial Hall 


Call today for a tour or 

visit our website to check 
available dates, view photos, 
and sample floorplans. 
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Golden Crown. Photos by Danielle Hop 


often stay in the Now family-friendly side 
until the ceremony and switch over to the 
Secrets adults only side for the honey- 
moon. For more information visit www. 
nowresorts.com 


GOLDEN CROWN 

The wedding destination for a more au- 
thentic feel. Upon arriving at the Golden 
Crown it immediately had a different 
vibe than the rest of the resorts. The 
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the Perfect Wedding or Event 
т а Historically Hip Location 


Experience the beautiful and dynamic event 
space at The Hotel Minneapolis, serving as one of 
| Minneapolis’s premier social event locations. 
M к! | Our expert staff will customize your dream 
= ו‎ wedding reception or social event. From our first 

conversation to the last departing guest, we 
assure you we will execute everything to ensure 
this day is one you'll fondly remember for the 
rest of your life. 


ו" 


CALL 612.340.2000 OR VISIT: 
www.thehotelminneapolis.com/ 
meetings-and-events/social-events-and-weddings 


\ 


, AUTOGRAPH COLLECTION: ; 
| HOTELS ” – 


215 Fourth Street South e Minneapolis, NIN e 612.340.2000 
www.thehotelminneapolis.com 
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East Fourth Street Jewelry 


Fair trade & Fairmined % earrings € bracelets # pendants * wedding rings 


fourthstree astfourthstr 


Creating LIFESTYLE 


Building and Remodeling unique Twin Cities homes since 1977 


Lic. #BC006077 


he a сли cm cm m a 


) 
! 
ו‎ 
i 
d 
J 
J 


Tour this Remodeled Dream Home during the 
2014 Parade of Homes Spring Remodelers Showcase. 
Home #R49 March 28-30 www.paradeofhomes.org 


WVUJOVICH 
612-338-2020 PROUDLY FEATURING 
MARVIN ë 


vujovich.com Windows «nd Doors 


Built around you: 


° ACCREDITED 


= BUSINESS 
BBB 
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Casa Velas. Photo by Danielle Hop 


colors, the tile, and the décor allow you 
to feel the themes of Mexico indoors, 
unlike any of the other resorts. Golden 
Crown is partially adults-only and par- 
tially family-friendly. All rooms have an 
ocean view, an all-inclusive package, and 
freedom to go back and forth between 
the family-friendly and adult-only sides 
of the resort. From the rehearsal dinner 
to the ceremony to the farewell brunch, 
the Golden Crown has the space and the 
team to help out with all of the neces- 
sary details. There are many options 
and perks in the wedding packages at 
Golden Crown, pulling in discounted 
rooms for guests, honeymoon upgrades, 
and extended stay package rates. For 
more information visit www.crownpara- 
dise.com 


CASA VELAS 

The wedding destination for a 
smaller, sophisticated wedding. Casa 
Velas is the epitome of relaxation. 
Located in the heart of the Marina 
Vallarta tucked behind a beautiful golf 
course, ponds, pools, and landscaping 
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Escape the Ordinary, 


Rehearsal Dinners, 
= Ceremonies ©» Receptions... 
меп 71272 By Land or by Lake! 


—— — 


on lake minnetonka 


952.470. VIEW(8439) 
www.fayviewevent.com 


Your financial needs are unique. 


What a difference a year makes. Now, more than ever, you may 
benefit from professional financial advice and retirement planning. 
Learn how I can help you plan for your goals and put your dreams 
more within reach. 


Call me today at 952.857.1234 to get started. 


CHRISTOPHER D. BENTLEY, MBA, CFP° 
Financial Advisor * Vice President 


7601 France Ave South, Ste 300 

Edina, MN 55435 

952.857.1234 
christopher.bentley@ampf.com 
ameripriseadvisors.com/christopher.bentley 


Ameriprise @ 


Financial 


Ameriprise Financial is proud to be recognized with another perfect 
score on the Human Rights Campaign's Corporate Equality Index. 


Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC. 
@ 2013 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 


Patrick J Prochaska DDS A 


INVISALIGN Preferred Providers 


Mention this ad and receive $300 off INVISALIGN 
Implant Dentistry 
Zoom! Whitening 


Lake Pointe Corporate Centre 
3100 W Lake Street, Suite 305 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 
612-822-1484 
www.uptownsmiledental.com 
Free Off-Street Parking 


SUBARU. 


Confidence in Motion 


THE ALL-NEW 
2014 SUBARU FORESTER 


NO-COST OIL CHANGES, COMPLIMENTARY 
CAR WASHES, COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE, 
PLUS MUCH MORE! 


LIFETIME POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 
INCLUDED WITH EVERY NEW FORESTER! 
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Aging isn't easy. О | DESTINATION WEDDING | 
Caregiving doesn’t need EE Io- 
to be hard. Tor Worse 


#1 Mid-sized Business 


If a loved one is getting older and needs care, 
Right at Home offers services for almost any 
situation. Our in-home care lets loved ones enjoy 
life in the comfort of a familiar environment. 
And it lets you concentrate on caring instead of 
caregiving. Give us a call and let us develop a 
Custom Care Plan for your loved one today. 


Right 
at 
1 [Home 


In Home Care & Assistance 


We cea 


Ey m ages 


%==-- == 


ws 
um Ee Е 


= 


952.854.6122 
www.RAH-tc.net 


Hard Rock Hotel's Beach. Photo courtesy of Hard Rock Hotel 


offer an environment of luxury and 


2 

DI =, >= = J laxation. The focus of the décor is 
Va T = relaxa 

Ё @ CAmost nature-driven with built-in open spaces 


CA L 

7 PRUSY and an abundance of water features. 

Yaz 22044) Casa Velas is an adult-only resort with 
bod y р! e rcing a high-end boutique spa, yearround 

ў BUY NE golf options, and a deluxe, all-inclusive 

8 5 Jewelry and aftercare package. Being set away from the beach 


purchase required for both gives Casa Velas a quieter, more serene 
т FREE piercings. atmosphere than other resorts in the 
и PIERCINGS! По appointment needed. bay. The private beach is a short walk- 
E -or an even shorter shuttle ride-away. 
612.354.7220 LIO5 Central + Minneapolis The view from Casa Velas' private beach 
almostfamouspiercing.com Also located in Mall of America is like stepping into a post card. Casa 


Velas is the perfect destination wedding 
location for the couple that wants to 
have a small, sophisticated celebration. 
There are several suites offered and 
many newlyweds take advantage of all 
Casa Velas has to offer by honeymoon- 
ABOUT OUR Ë ' ing there as well. For more information 


LAN DSC APIN G visit www.hotelcasavelas.com 


SERVICES! HARD ROCK HOTEL 
The wedding destination for the couple 
with an edge. Keeping with Hard Rock 
hotel fashion there is a heavy metal 
theme throughout the resort. As far as 
space, restaurants, beach, ceremony 
spots, etc., Hard Rock has the most 
options being the largest resort. Hard 
Rock also has several unexpected perks: 
a Fender guitar is available for your use 
for a day, surfing classes, water sports, 
and a live show in the amphitheater 
every night. The Hard Rock has custom- 
izable wedding packages for any size 
wedding and different budget points. 
Each room has a large soaker tub, a 
balcony, and beautiful views. Hard Rock 
612-822-4769 does an impeccable job of combining 
5353 NICOLLET AVE SO, MPLS traditional and modern design to create 
tangletowngardens.com a go-to destination spot in the center of 
Riviera Nayarit in beautiful Nuevo Val- 
larta. For more information visit www. 
hardrockhotels.com ш 
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Venues Include: 


Como Park Zoo & Conservatory 
Edinburgh USA 
Minnesota Zoo | 
Science Museum of Minnesota 
Green Haven Golf Course | 
Lake Waconia Event Center | 
Brooklyn Park Community Center 
American Swedish Institute 
| 


Eagan Community Center 
Keller Golf Course and Banquet Center 
Or Your Location 


Edinburgh USA Боска Science Museum of Minnesota 
763.315.8503 ~ lancercatering.com ú 651.221.2550 ~ smm.org/rentals 


Nee 


Como Park Zoo & Conservator 


РЕ 
тоок 65 1.487.8282 ~ comozooconservatory.org 


H 


Sa. 
РАТЬ 
Lake Waconia Event Center Keller Golf Course and Banquet Center 


763.315.8516 ~ lancercatering.com 651.766.4176 — lancercatering.com 


Green Haven Golf Course 
763.576.2968 ~ lancercatering.com 


Uncompromising MAS OE Е К 


lancercatering.com ~ 651.290.9864 


ENS | REAL WEDDINGS ) 


ANDREW SHIMEK & 
BRENDAN STEVENSON 


ge Wedding Date: December 31, 2013 
" / ^ Dating Since: 2002 
Fi Location of Ceremony: Pohlad Lobby, Guthrie Theater 


Location of Reception: Dowling Studio, 
Guthrie Theater 
Florist: Mani Mela 
Cake: Gateaux, Inc. 
Invitations: Beau Papier by Gateaux, Inc. 
Photography: Pixel Posey 


< 
: [^ | 
ANDREW» ו‎ N NORTHEAST 
тта 16 OM SEPTEMBER Т. WHILE THE 
1 


THINGS FORWARD. ANO 50 BEGINS THE CHASE, 


ANDREW FINALLY ASKS BRENDAN ON THEIR FIRST 
ЛЕГИ ATE IN OCTOBER. THEY HIVE DINNER K 
CAFE ARBETE AND РЮО THE EVEN WITH 

ANO GREAT CONVERSATION ON ANDREW'S DECK IN 
BOLDEN VALLEY, 

ЮЕ, RENN QUE SPORADICALLY THROUGH THE 
FILL A FFU IM: FOR ANDREW MD IE РШ. 
ЖЕГУ FATHER PASSES ANNY ПИСАТИ DN 
Ж ATER, WALE НИЮ ONT AT JOE'S GIC. 
МЕН FEATS BRENDAN MAT BE THE ONE 
MAVEN + BAENA CINTHUE DUNG LG STE 


WILL NE SEE YOU THERE? 


ISABELLA AND HARPER INVITE YOU TO JOIN THEM IN CELEBRATING 


ANDREW + BRENDAN ND. 


AS THEY ARE UNITED IN = 
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Lake Elmo Inn 
Event Center 


Seating up to 300 


Custom stained 
glass windows 


Glass waterfall 


Lavish privacy suite 
Lounge furnishings 
Baby grand piano 


State-of-the art 
multi-media equipment 


Full service dining 
by the Lake Elmo Inn 
Event Center 


World class catering without the downtown prices. 
Choose from any of our signature dishes...they’re all sure to please! 


mokele | 
Smoking 


electronic cigarettes 


. 


LOUNGES: Bloomington * NE Minneapolis * Woodbury 
MALL KIOSKS: Burnsville * Roseville • Maplewood 


612-217-4550 + SMOKELESSSMOKING.COM 


Plush. Private. Perfect. 


Whether you're taking an extended trip or a long weekend, 
there is nothing quite like the intimacy of a small recreational vehicle 
from Midwest RV (a division of Sears Imported Autos). 


A pleasure to drive with all the comforts of a plush full-size RV, 
you'll never look at a road trip the same way again. 


952-512-6690 


394 across from 
www.midwestrvsales.com (A division of Sears Imported Autos) 


Target Ridgedale 


THE REMODELER YOU CAN TRUST 


Courteous, experienced professionals from start to finish. 
Detailed & accurate estimates for your project budget. 
Detailed project plans, specifications, & schedules. 
Daily & weekly communication of schedules & budget during your project. 


Quality workmanship that adds lasting beauty and value to your home. 


hi House Lift 


REMODELER 


Additions & Dormers / Kitchens & Bathrooms / Custom Cabinetry 
Whole House Renovation / Porches & Sun-Rooms / Finished Basements 
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& CAROLINE DEMERS 


Wedding Date: November 10, 2013 
í" Dating Since: June 13, 2012 
Location of Ceremony: Burlington Art Centre in the 
А Garden, Burlington, Ontario, Canada 
ч Location of Reception: Rose Room at The 
Pepperwood Bistro on Lakeshore Road 
Florist: Brant Street Florist 
Cake: Sweet Treats by Laura 
Photography: Liz & David at 808 Photography 


4 
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Sophisticated Wedding Cakes ~ Beautiful Cupcakes 4 


— 1935 


COUNTRY AAN 


INN & SUITES 


BY CARLSON 


All New Hotel and Restaurant with 
Award Winning Full Service Catering 


* Spacious Guest Rooms and Suites 

* Free Hot Breakfast 

* Rehearsal Dinners, Gift Openings, Ceremony and Receptions 
* Full Service Catering: onsite and offsite 

* Beautiful Outdoor Courtyard Setting 


6003 Hudson Road, Woodbury, MN 
651.702.2765 or 651.702.2776 
greenmillcatering@ciwoodbury.com 


Sweet Reheat | аат 


CUPCAKE BOUTIQUE 


THE DIFFERENCE 
1$ IN THE DETAILS 


of the аб s 
шесе 


SPECTACULAR VIEWS 


321 NEWLY-RENOVATED 
GUEST ROOMS 


PRIVATE CLUB LOUNGE‏ سس 
the w Ny c of yourdreams today. For‏ = 

5 Х у 
10. NORTH 45° 
RESTAURANT & ВАК 


ON-SITE WEDDING 
SPECIALIST 


Gay & Lesbian Travel Association 


More than 100 hotels 


Www.millenniumhotels.com Minneapolis, MN 554( 1 worldwide 


4 ₪ 
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FRED ROGERS & 
LAINE NELSON 


Wedding Date: September 21, 2013 
1 Dating Since: December, 2005 
4 m Location of Ceremony & Reception: Horseshoe Bay 
Lodge on Leech Lake in Walker, MN 
Wedding Coordinators: Fred Rogers and 
Sue Winans, Minister 
Florist: Walker Floral 
Photography: Tony Sauer 
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Arizona Sunburst Inn is 8 gay owned 
and operated bed and breakfast for 
men only. Located in a friendly and quiet 
neighborhood, we are conveniently 

м HHONORS located within 20 minutes of downtown mmm 
Phoenix, airport and a variety of gay 
establishments to explore. Dive into our 
refreshing pool or just relax your day 


away in our comfortable rooms 
and patio. 


Contemporary Ballroom boasts 14'5 foot ceilings 
to accommodate up to 300 guests 


Bloomington ChopHouse private dining room 
available for more intimate groups of 20 


Central metropolitan location 
at France Avenue and Hwy 494 


а — 


Men like it here ZUNBURST 


INN 


www.azsunburst.com 
reservations@azsunburst.com 


(СУ Toll Free: 1-800-974-1474 


3900 American Boulevard West H s It 6245 N. 12th Place 
Bloomington, MN 55437 I on Phoenix, AZ 85014 
www.bloomingtonhilton.com MINNEAPOLIS / BLOOMINGTON 


©2013 Hilton Minneapolis/Bloomington. All rights reserved. Images used with permission | 


TACORI 


ARTHURS oy 


== JE W Е L Е R S — 1717 Lexington Avenue N Roseville 651-488-0365 ArthursJewelers.com 
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— | REAL WEDDINGS | 


LISA KASINKAS & 
ALICIA ANDERSON 


Wedding Date: February 15, 2014 
Dating Since: 2004 
Location of Ceremony & Reception: Millennium 


Hotel, Minneapolis 
Florist: Wisteria 
Cake: Buttercream 
Photography: JuxtaPhotos® 
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DISCOVER STILLWATER. COM 


She Birth (place of: ЕЕ 7849 


A ROMANTIC, HISTORIC RIVER TOWN 


Only minutes from the Twin Cities Tee erem 
Over 20 Unique Reception Venues the 


fon 
SAINT ACT 
РАЦ ММ 


. СОМ 


\ 
Л | Say “I Do” in Saint Paul! 


Go to www.IDoSaintPaul.com 


Our complimentary wedding planning services 
make your big day as stress-free as possible. 
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NEW RULES. NEW VENUE. 
IT WAS MEANT TO ВЕ 


e. 


EVENT CENTER 


PARTIES UP TO 1500 * LUXURIOUS DRESSING ROOMS 


AWARD WINNING CATERING 


7 3RD AVE N. 
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THE NETWORK 


ACUPUNCTURE 


FLORAL SHOPS 


HOME SERVICES 


Nancy Vitalis Garrity Ё 


acupuncture * homeopathic * psychology y 


612-889-0721 


garityacupuncture.com 


30 years experience 
Ask about New Client special B 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


(HAGENS 2222 


Family Owned & Operated For Over 60 years! 
Free Estimates 
All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Guarantee 
www.hagensautobody.com 


28th & Lyndale Ave S, Mpls 
(612) 872-6671 . 


MULR «15 
— > 


Youre Driving Ноте 
Our Reputation! 


We Have FREE Loaners 
3920 Nicollet Ave: Minneapolis 


(612) 823-7257 


www:mulroysbodyshop:com 


Ë Z= Z | 


\ Your Friendly Neighborhood Florist 
A date to remember 
starts with flowers! 


651-646-7244 


www.gardenofeva.net 
1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 


Custom 
Bouquets 


HOME SERVICES 


EF‏ ו 


residential | commercial 


612.870.4081 shelterarchitecture.com 


FITNESS 


1 month of 
UNLIMITED 


JEROME 


IN THE LOOP 


Call today for а 
Free Personal 
Training Session! 


2721 tort Franklin Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55406 


The Best ym in Town 


612-333-8181 
www.loscampeonesgym.com 


slwilliams04@yahoo.com 
www.slwbuilders.com 


* Sanding 
* Refinishing 
Award Winner! * Install 


7-time Angie's List 
Super Service 


* Repair 
* Maintenance 


612-290-1533 
www.earlsfloorsanding.com 


RESTORATION e RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE ° REPAR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS - TILING • PLASTERING 
BATHROOM • CONCRETE + DECKS + PATIOS 

FREE ESTIMATES 


Your Complete Profesional HomeCare Company 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


Home Efficiencies 
Windows 


Siding 
Insulation 


Roofing 
Gutters 


916511 


Snap * 


INDUSTRY LEADING 
construction inc. 10 YEAR 


t's that easy 


craftsmanship warranty 


612-205-5618 


ө carpentry & remodeling 
ө painting & repairs 
ө other home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


=S 


www.goodstuffmoving.com 


Uptown 


PLUMBING + HEATING + COOLING 


651-288-2808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 


We're your expert 
home heating, 
cooling and 
plumbing company. 


612-424-9349 
uptownheatingandcooling.com 


MATT's TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REIVIOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 
Cell: 612-998-3157 


e£ 


ODERLIN 


612-221-4080 == СЕ 
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


| Serving the entire Twin Cities Area | 
| Emergency Service Available | 
| WWW.SODERLIN.COM | 


3612 Cedar Avenue South 
Minneapolis MN 55407 
Licensed, Bonded & Insured 


LICENSE #M1764#M359 
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THE NETWORK 


HOME SERVICES 


INSURANCE 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


INSURANCE 


BJORN WENDORFF 
INDEPENDENT AGENT 


612-237-8371 > 
[> 


BWENDORFF@MILLERHARTWIG.COM 


AUTO + LIFE 
HOME + BUSINESS 


REPRESENTING MORE THAN 15 
PREFERRED INSURANCE COMPANIES 


МЫ Miller-Hartwig (7) 
(|00 


An exceptional community 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


FARMERS 


Coverage that goes far 
beyond the driveway 


Deb Streeter 


Insurance Agency š 
Ga 952-853-9077 
FARMERS dstreeter@farmersagent.com 


INSURANCE 


Chris Way 


(763) 591-9990 
Chris Way Agency, Inc. 
christineway.com 


AMERICAN FAMILY 
[INSURANCE | 


07497 9/13 e 


We Have the 
Customer at Heart. 


HOME | AUTO | LIABILITY 


Learn more about us and 
how we can support your 
unique insurance needs: 


Rachel ` coxins.net / heart 
Micheletti 
rachela Cox INSURANCE 
o" ASSOCIATES,INC. 


651.925.5444 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 


6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 


Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina М. Baldwin 


David Kinney 

(952) 233-0310 

9358 Ensign Ave. 

Bloomington 
allstateagencies.com/davidkinney1 


@) Allstate. 


You're in good hands. 


© 2013 Allstate Insurance Company. 


PET PRODUCTS & SERVICES 


Katie Harrold, MA , LMFT 


Changing Pathways Therapy, LLC 
3137 Hennepin Ave. S. #102 
changingpathways.net 
Minneapolis 


612-203-2820 


Life Transitions/ 
Gender/Relational Issues 
Counseling for 
Individuals, Youth, 
Families & Couples 


REAL ESTATE 


LARPENTEUR 
ANIMAL HOSPITAL 


“Because Our Pets are Family 


Complete Medical, Dental and Surgical Care 
Free First Exam 

Dr. Dan Anderson, Dr. Julie Dahlke, 
Dr. Christy Hu tchins , 
1136 Larpenteur Ave. W. == - ~; 
651-487-3712 • larpenteuranimalhospital.com 


” 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


www.farmersagent.com /dstreeter 
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David Shannon, LICSW 
Psychotherapist 
2324 University Avenue West 
Suite 100 ~ St. Paul 55114 
deshannon@gmail.com 
507-399-3789 (cell) 
GLBTQ Community 
Mental health since 1971 


Ryan Dean, PhD LP 


Licensed Psychologist 
пиш пиш . ₪ ₪ пиш 
790 Cleveland Avenue South, Suite 201 
Saint Paul, MN 55116 
651-231-9936 ryandeanphd@gmail.com 


www.ryandeanphd.com 


Carise Rotach-Beard 


МА, LMFT 


‚ Individual & Relationship Counseling 
651-983-9215 


со ive 


sparkcollabo.com 


₪ 


ané ~ 
Live Well... Invest Wisely! 


— 
www.thenancywalkerteam.com 
nwalker@cbburnet.com 


612.827.9537 


“ Knowledge * Honesty * jj 
J.-M Deb Casper, CRS € 


| 651-407-7864 vw 
/P => $ mars y 


Free Consultation « RE/MAX Specialists 
www.DebCasper.com 


SCOTT HAUBRICH 
BROKER 
612-298-5400 


SCOTT@BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 
WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 


RELOCATING? 
A 


Gy RealEstate -Instant Access to the Nations 
Top Gay & Lesbian Realtors., 


Kent Bowker 


At your doorstep ie the ety où Out t the burbs. 
612.986.8622 


kentbowker@edinarealty.com 


Edina Realty... 


МЕ: 
SEGWAY 


THE NETWORK 


VIDEOGRAPHER 


The Videographer 
COMPLETE Professional! DISCREET 


20+ Years Experience 


RSVP 763.561.2648 


www.videobyrsvp.com 


WEDDING RESOURCES 


952LIMOBUS.com 
952-546-6287 
fb.com/PartyBusMN 


Just For Me Spa in Historic Stillwater 


Our Spacious Spa & Salon Is 
Perfect For Couples' Getaways, 
Bridal Parties, Weddings, 
Reunions, Corporate Outings 
* 

Unique Spa Homes for 
Overnight Stays 


Natural Blessings 


Wedding and Life Celebrations 
Officiant Mary C. Vidas 
| 


My Partner Jane and I join you in 
celebration of Marriage Equality! 


Non-Denominational and 
Interfaith Celebrations 


Pre-Marriage Counseling 


Advertise your business in 


<) THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 


м. 
95 


aapolis 


2193818700, 


76312 26.2929 


p 
FREE to listen 
and reply to ads! 


: / FREE CODE: Lavender 
umere 1-888-MegaMates" 


24/7 Friendly Customer Care 1(888) 634.2628 18+ @2013 PC LLC MegaMatesMen.com 2446 


CLASSIFIEDS 


ACCOMMODATIONS 


COTTAGE HOUSE ° An Occasional Market 
* Next sale: PARIS APARTMENT - APR. 
9, 10, 11, 12, 13. Wed. 1-7pm, Thur.-Fri. 
10am-7pm, Sat.-Sun, 10am-ópm * 4 
Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. www. 
thecottagehousempls.com. 


RESTAURANTS 


Royal Orchid Thai/Asian Cuisine - Voted 
Best Thai Food Twin Cities. Located 
4oth/Central Northeast. Experience 
true flavors of Thailand with savory 
Thai curries and fresh made stir-fries. 
www.thebestthaifood.com, facebook.com/ 
royalorchidmn. (763]789-9999. 


ROOMMATES 


HOUSEMATE WANTED: Share house with 
Senior new 46th and Nicollet. Large private 
bedroom with balcony. Non-smoking, 
mature tenant desired. $600 /month 
negotiable in exchange for lawn care/ snow 
removal. Includes utilities plus full use of 
home including laundry. Available April 1st 
or after. Call Garey at (612) 825-9408. 


THERAPEAUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis (@ (612) 306-6323. 


WEDDING RESOURCES 


LGBT WEDDING OFFICIANT - | will 
officiate your wedding honoring your 
style and wishes to create a meaningful 
and memorable ceremony. Text Kris at 
celebratingyourlove.officiant(agmail.com. 


Wedding Music to Remember! We can 
help you make your wedding a musical 
hit with all your guests. Great vocals, 
lively instruments, classic Americana and 
vintage pop music provide tasteful, dance 
friendly songs that everyone enjoys. PA 
rental, setup included. Sonic Love Child: 
(612) 735-1881. david(@soniclovechild.com. 


WEDDING DANCE PREPARATION - Learn 
the basics of ballroom social dance while 
creating a unique routine designed for 
you and your partner. Ensure confidence, 
celebrate! Nationally certified instructor. 
Julia - (612) 387-3701, julia(darabesqart. 
com. 
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Community Connection 
brings visibility to local GLBT- 
friendly non-profit organiza- 
tions. To reserve your listing 
in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 
advertising@lavendermaga- 
zine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease 

of addiction. 

PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center ciy, MN 

[800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


L.I.F.E. Program (St. Josephs 
Hospital) 

Outpatient treatment, mental health 
services for the LGBT community. 
Suboxone and methadone clients 
welcome. 

A5 W. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 326-3645 


www.healtheast.org 


ADOPTION SERVICES 

Minnesota Adoption Resource 

Network 

Finding families for Minnesota's 

Waiting Children, providing pre-/ 
ost-adoption services since 1981. 
221 Nicollet Mall, Ste. 501 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 861-7115 


www.mnadopt.org 


Pinehaven Youth and Family 
Services, Inc. 
Foster Care and Adoption 
Agency serving a rainbow color 
of families. Training and support 
rovided. 
„О. Вох 667 
Brainerd, MN 564071 (statewide) 
320-630-7340 or 218-821-1480 
www.pinehaven-mn.org 


ADVOCACY 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health 
and wellness of LGBTQ communities 
through research, education and 


advocacy. 
2021 E. (ака т Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneopolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 


www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


Minnesota AIDS Project 

AIDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 
1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

₪ 373-AIDS (metro) or 
800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health 
Treatment Program for Adults Living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/ 
page/park, house home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals 

to participate in research studies. 
426 Delaware Street 
Minneapolis, MN 


(612) 625-7472 


CONVENTION & VISITORS 
BUREAUS 


Meet Minneapolis 

Convention & Visitor Association. 
Free wedding service available! 
250 Marquette Ave. S., Ste. 1300 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(888) 676-6757 


www.minneapolis.org 


Visit Saint Paul 

"| Do Saint Paul" is your key to 

designing the wedding of your 
reams. 

175 W. Kellogg Blvd., Ste. 502 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(800) 627-6101 


www.visitsaintpaul.com 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 

Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of 

commerce working to invigorate, 

build and partner for a diverse 
usiness community. 

(612) 399-6827 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EDUCATION 
William Mitchell College of 
Law 
Minnesota's largest law school. 
Mitchell is known for its focus on 
practical legal education. We call it 
ractical wisdom. 
75 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
1-(888).962-5529 


www.wmitchell.edu 


EVENT CENTERS 
American Swedish Institute, 


e 
Luxurious Turnblad Mansion, sleek 
Nelson Cultural Center - perfect 
settings for your next event, big or 


small. 
2600 Park Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-3368 


www.asimn.org 


The Klub Haus Private Club 
Weddings & Receptions at a 
beautiful venue. All extras at no 
additional cost! Outside catering 
allowed. 

1079 Rice Street 

Saint Paul, MN. 55117 
651.489.4808 

klubhaus.net 


FITNESS 


YWCA of Minneapolis 
Serving men, women and families in 
an inclu 

Locations in Downtown, Uptown, 
Midtown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 215-4118 


www.ywcampls.org 


sive, welcoming environment. 


GLBT HOMELESS YOUTH 


GLBT Host Home Program of 
Avenues for Homeless Youth 
Securing host homes for GLBT youth 
experiencing homelessness. Contact 
us to host or donate. 

1708 Oak Park Ave. N. 
Minneapolis, MN 55411 

(612) 522-1690 
www.GLBTHostHome.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family 
Tree! Offering respectful, affordable 
sexual health to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 

www.familytree 

HIM Program / Red Door 
Services 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic 

525 Portland Ave. S, 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HIMprogram.org 
facebook.com/HIMProgram 
www.capsprogram.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Check out our online catalogue. 
1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 
www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 


MPR & The Current 

Providing in depth news coverage, 
classical music, and emerging artists 
on our three regional services. 

480 Cedar St. 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 290-1500 


www.mpr.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of 
Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your 

vacation plans. Like Split 

Rock Lighthouse, Mill City 

Museum, Minnesota History 

Center, Northwest Company Fur Post, 
James J. Hill House and Historic Fort 
Snelling. They're located all around 
the state. Learn more at 
www.visitMNhistory.org 


Weisman Art Museum 

Art is everywhere. You just need to 
know where to look. Expand your 
vision. Free admission. 

333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 


www.wam.umn.edu 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Children's Theatre Company 
North America’s flagship theatre 
for young audiences and families, 
offering year-round live theatre for 
ages 2-18. 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 874-0400 


www.childrenstheatre.org 


Cowles Center for Dance and 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is the Twin 
Cities' flagship for the creation, 
performance, education, and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 206-3600 
www.thecowlescenter.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Musicals and plays about the 
people and events that make up the 
American experience. 

30 E. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 
www.HistoryTheatre.com 

Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for 
developing artists and new work 
while sparking conversation about 
challenging human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 
www.illusiontheater.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and Classic works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2931 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

ed by Music Director Osmo 
Vänskä, the Minnesota Orchestra, 
one of America's leading symphony 
orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 371-5656 

800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Ordway Center for the 

Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 

performing arts and educationa 

programs that enrich diverse 
udiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 

She Rock She Rock 

Music camps, classes, ап 

supportive performance 

opportunities for female, trans and 
ender non-conforming folks. 

91 15 Excelsior Blvd. #316 

Minneapolis, MN 55416 

jenny@sherocksherock.com 

www.sherocksherock.com 
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Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art 
of musical theater under the artistic 
direction of Peter Rothstein. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 


www.latteda.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 389-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Northern Lights Greyhound 

Adoption 

Fall in love again, with a 
reyhound! Let the matchmaking 
egin! Call today! 

(783) 754.9754 


www.nlga-mn.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLB] Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.twincities.hrc.org 
www.hrc.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education, training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Sie. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, 

(612) 255-3260 


www.lcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love o 
Christ. 

333 Twelfth St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, 
peace, community and proclaiming 
God's YES to alll. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 


www.eclc.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fccminneapolis.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

It's a new day at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Hospitality. Beloved Community. 
511 Groveland Ave. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227.6311 


www.hohchurch.org 


Mayflower Communi 
Congregational United Church 
of Christ 

An open and affirming, peace with 
justice church welcomes yov. 

106 E. Diamond Lake Rd. (I-35 & 
Diamond Lake Rd.) 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824.0761 


www.mayflowermpls.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 
Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, 
Transforming. 

Find us on ИСТ апа Twitter 
1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 


www.plymouth.org 
Richfield United Methodist 


urch 
The Church of the Imperfect. 
Engaging worship, wisdom, 

ratitude, and justice a la Jesus. 

oin us! 
5835 Lyndale Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 861-6086 


www.richfieldumc.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith 
ourney... 

t. Mark's Welcomes You. 
519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, 


MN 
(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all 
people regardless of sexual 
orientation or gender idenity. 
www.mnrcumc.org 


United Theological Seminary 
Inspire your spiritual life. Bring your 
big questions. Certificate or degree 


programs and community education. 


000 5th St. NW 
New Brighton, MN 
(651) 633-4311 


www.unitedseminary.edu 


Westminster Presbyterian 

Church 

A covenant network congregation, 

working toward a church as 
enerous and just as God's grace. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-3421 


www.westminstermpls.org 


SENIORS/ELDERS 

Little Brothers - Friends of the 
Elderly 

Volunteer-based nonprofit 
organization committed to providing 
companionship for isolated seniors 
in the Twin Cities area. 

1845 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 721-6215 


www.litlebrothersmn.org 


Prime Timers - MSP 

Providing gay and bi men 
opportunities to come together for 
social, educational and recreational 
activities. 

1730 New Brighton Blvd., PMB 162 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-9537 


www.primetimersww.org/ptmsp/ 


SPORTS & RECREATION 


Minneapolis Movie Bears 
Social networking organization 
catering to the GLBT community for 
movies, theater, games and fun. 
2830 W. 70 1/8 St. 

Richfield, MN 55423 

(612) 327-5340 


www.minneapolismoviebears.com 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 36 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


TRAVEL 


Afton Area Business 

Association 

Explore Afton. Enjoy a day or 

iesu away Histor Кооп. 
ining, Shopping, Lodging, Skiing, 

Golf, Events Weddings 9 9 

PO Box 102 

Afton, MN 55001 

[651] 436-8883 


www.exporeafton.com 


Discover Stillwater 
The perfect day trip...or weekend 
getaway! Historic Rivertown. 
irthplace of Minnesota. Minutes 
from Twin Cities. Shop/Dine/ 
Cruise/Nightlife. Stay overnight! 
Stillwater/Oak Park Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
705 Harriet Dr. 
Stillwater, MN 55082 
(651)-351-1717 


www. DiscoverStillwater.com 


Minneapolis Northwest CVB 
7100 Northland Circle, Ste. 102 
Minneapolis, MN 55428 

(763) 566-7722 

mplsnw.com 

into@mplsnw.com 

Located minutes from downtown 
Minneapolis. Popular destination 
for abundant shopping, unique 
restaurants, and REE Parking. 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic Waterfront. 
Vibrant arts and dinning. Adventure. 
Hotels and B & B's. Attractions and 
Events. 

21 W. Superior Street. Suite 100 
218-722-4011-1-800-4-duluth 


www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Marshall In Southwest MN 
Easy couples getaway. Three hours 
rom the Twin Cities. Lots of locally 
owned shops and restaurants. 

317 W. Main St. 

Marshall, MN 

(507) 537-1865 
www.visitmarshallmn.com 
info@visitmarshallmn.com 


z00S 


Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 

animals to explore. 

Numerous special events. 

Apple Volley MN 
e Valle 

(952) 431-9200 


WWw.mnzoo.org 
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TINA BERNETT & 
CAITLIN DOLE 


Wedding Date: November 30, 2013 
Dating Since: 2010 
Location of Ceremony: First Universalist Church, 
Minneapolis 
Location of Reception: Profile Event Center 
Wedding Coordinator: Michaela Jones 
Florist: Peggy Bernett, Len Busch Roses 
Cake: Profile Event Center 
Invitations: Designed by Geoffrey Brown, 
www.geoffreybrown.net 
Photography: Rebecca Jean Lawrence Photography 


TOGETHER tite FAMILIES 


CAITLIN & LNT 


POWELL DOLE BERNETT 


INVITE YOU I0 JOIN IN THE 


CELEBRATION 


AS THEY EXCHANGE 


MARRIAGE VOWS 
SATURDAY | 
NQVEMBFD 5019 2013 


90 | LAVENDER | MARCH 20-APRIL 2, 2014 


- | I p g | 
é" 87 ed =] DIR = ` ₪ א‎ И 3 s= mJ 
A 
= P - | wm 
е + | AAT “Ee >. 
a \ А 1 
₪ а 7 а | а . ша 
- y a | / = 4 
- i 27 £ oe” в 
/ 
ac 
a 2 
| F x | ў 


WHITE BEAR "4 


SAVE NOW ON BOTH 
TOP MITSUBISHI 
MODELS! 


POWERTRAIN LIMITED WARRANTY 


NEW 2014 MITSUBISHI NEW 2014 MITSUBISHI 
LANCER ES OUTLANDER SPORT ES 


К Ku) 


— s s=; —— = gem < J 


= 


WY 
OR 15 ОВ 
"(3) (3) 
With MITSUBISHI With MITSUBISHI 
OR MOTORS OR MOTORS 
OR BUY FROM OR BUY FROM 
"  *Lancer GT Shown. 24-month, 24k-mile lease on approved credit. [^ *36-month, 36k mile lease on approved credit. Payments plus 
Payments plus tax, title, and license. MSRP $17,990 plus alloy tax, title and license. Includes all incentives. MSRP $20,350. 
wheels. Offers end 3/31/14. (1) $2,995 due at signing. (2) $1,995 Offers end 3/31/14. (1) $3,750 due at signing. (2) $2,295 due 
due at signing. (3) $0 down.**Lancer SE shown in photo. Includes at signing. (3) $0 down. **Includes factory rebates in lieu of 0% 
factory rebates in lieu of 0% financing. Offers end 3/31/14. financing. Offers end 3/31/14. 
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WHITE BEAR © * EVERY NEW VEHICLE PURCHASE INCLUDES THE 
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pe nd - k 
FOREVER 


WARRANTY ў 


WHITE BEAR MITSUBISHI FOREVER WARRANTY! 
UNLIMITED MILES FOREVER':................... 


HERE’S TO 
GOING YOUR 
OWN WAY. 
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Supporting those with conviction as a proud partner of 


PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY. 
КЕТЕТ, ONE Vodka. Distilled from Wheat. 40% Alc/Vol. 
©2014 Imported by Ketel One USA, Aliso Viejo, CA. 


